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Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE moved an

amendment—
That the House adjourn till Tuesday next.

Tae COLONIAL, SECRETARY:
The Municipal Corporations Bill had to
be dealt with, and it was a big one. IFit
would meet the wish of members, he
would alter the motion to read that the
House at its rising do adjourn till 4-3¢ on
Tuesday next.

Amendment withdrawn ; the motioo as
altered put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at
eight minutes to 6 o'clock, until the next

Tuesday.
Peqislutite Assembly,
Tuesday, 30th QOctober, 1906.
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

ELECTION VOIDED, GERALDTON.
Mz, SPEAKER: I have received a

communication with respect to the
Geraldton seat. I will simply rend the
latter portion, which is as follows:—* [
do hereby declare the said election null
aud void.” Then there is an order us to
costs.

Tee PREMIER: I move—

That the seat he declared vacant.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Geraldfon Seal.

© the fact of the member occupying hig

Me. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford): -
Before the motivn is put, I would like to
. van have no effect even if the member
. upposes it, for it is provided that when

briefly draw attention to the peculiar
circumstaneces surrounding this case, und

seat from the tire the petition was first
heurd until the decision was given. Itis
true the Premier did draw attention to
the point previous to the member taking
his seat; and the member also drew
attention to the fact, and said he did not
desire to do anything illegal, but said
that owing to the utterances of the
Premier and the desire of his constituents
in Geraldton he thought he would take
bis seat, and he accordingly did so. At
that time an attempt was made to have o
discussion on the quesiion, but vou, Mr.
Speaker, ruled it out of order because
there had only been personal explana-
tions on the part of the Premier and of
the member. One can imagine under
circumstunces of this deseription a Gov-
erhment could use a position similar
to the one under review to their own
betterment and advantage. Let us
imagine that this seat would constitute a
majority on the Glovernment side. The
decision of the Chief Justice on the
election petition should be dealt with,
and the member whose seat was in
dispute should not tuke his seat; for it
could be urged by the Government that
he should take his seat, and the Gov-
ernment could use that vote to pass
measures and possibly to improve their
pusifion. Although it does not apply in
this cuse, such circumstances might arise
which would allow the Government to
use w position of this sort with undue
advantage to themselves; consequently I
am justified in drawing attention to this
matter. Let us look for a moment at
the fucts that led up to the petition.

Mer. SPEAKER: I would like to
draw the member's attention to the fact
that this matter cannot be debated,
except the discussion is made relevaant to
the case. The question hefore the House
is that the seat be declared vacant., The
member cunnot make any remarks except
on the question before the House.

Mr. JOHNSON: I have cousidered
that matter, but I thought that on the
question that the seat be declared vacant it
would be distinetly relevant to discuss
the matter.

Me. SPEAKER: I hold a different
view, Bevond the mere furt of the ques-
tion being hefore the House, the discussion
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the motion is moved and passed the seat
shall be declared vacant. Can the mem-
ber point to any incident which would
have the effect of opposing the motion ¥
T want to conduct the business of the
House in a business-like mmanner, and I
ask the hon. member to confine himself
to the question before the House,

Mg, JOHNSON: I bow tc your
ruling, but I wish to explain. This is a
unique case, and it is not likely that such
a cuse will happen again for some coa-
siderable time, and on going through
May und other authorities on the question
I have been unuble to discover a similar
case. Seeing it is w unique position, T
was under the impression that yon would
allow me to discuss the point in order to

-assist Parliament to provide agaifist a

similar oceurrence in the foture. And
again it should be borne in mind that when
the Premicr hrought torward the question
in the first case, the member spoke to
that question, but you did not allow a
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the seat should be declared null and void,
was obliged, owing to the action of the
Government, to withhold his decision
pending the appeal which the Govern-
ment had recoguised. In this particular

. case, the Attorney General at that time

-

debate then and we had no opportunity °

of discussing the question,
a discussion is not relevant, I bave mo
desire to proceed, but I should like to
raise the point.

Mgr. SPEAKER: 1 am not pressing
the point, but I said that the hon. mem-
ber should speak relevantly to amy
incident which he wishes to refer to, and
he must briefly review any circumstance
which he has to bring before the House.

Me. JOHNSON: I have no desire to
go into any long discussivu of the ques-

If you rule

- record votes in this House.

tion, but to draw attention to the fact -

that a petition was lodged against the
retarn of this member; but previous to
that petition being lodged a petition had

been lodyged against the member for East |

Fremauotle. Following on that petition
an application was made for the right of
appeal, and owing to the Government
recoguising the right of uppeal, an appeal
to the High Court was lodged. Had pot
the Grovernment recognised an appeal, no
appeal to the High Court would have
been wmade, because the Government
would have taken action to declare the
seat vacant immediately, and the Chief
Justice would have declared the Gerald-
ton seat vacani. But as soon as the Gov-
ernment recognised the right of appeal
the Chief Justice, although he had come
to a decision in regard to the Geraldton

petition and had made up his mind that |

was acting on behalf of the respondent
in connectivn with the East Fremuntle
election petition, and the Attornex
Genera! was the adviser of the Govern-
ment,and the Governor wasadvised totake
action, or the Government were advised
that an appeal was allowable. Acting
on that advice the Governor allowed
the petition to be held over pending the
appeal to the High Court; so the
Chief Justice was thereby prevented from
delivering bis judgment in regard to the
Geraldton petition.  Had the Govern-
ment. not taken that action the Chief
Justice would have delivered his judg-
ment on the petition, and the Geraldton
election would have been over long ago.
But owing to the action of the Govern-
ment the decision of the Chief Justice
was reserved until recently, and in the
meantime we have had the member sitting
here, although all the circumstances
pointed to the fact that the elecrion
had been recognised as null and void,
though the decision had zot been given.
And 1 contend that although the Judge
had not given a decision, e had arrived
at the conclusion that the member was
disqualified; vet we find the Premier
advising the member to take his seat and
Although
the position is unique, I do claim that
the Government erred in giving that
advice to the member; and I raise this
point simply to advise the Government
to exercise a little more judgment in the
future, and not to utibse a wember's
vote in such circumstances, when possibly
that vote muy muke all the difference
in the fate of w measure or the fate of
the Government.

Mr. T. WALKER (Eanowna): I do
not wish to prolong the discussion, but I
think we ought to emphasise the fact
that this seat has practically been vacant
since the petition was lodged and the
case heard in the court created by this
Assembly. The point now is: the hon.
member has Deen to all intents and pur-
poses illegally sitting, and it oughi, to be
remarked that the Government bhave
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acted, and I think the member has acted,
to put it mildly, with censurable indis-
cretion ; for had the member happened

to sit oo this side, would the same course -

bave been taken? [THE Arrorsev
GENERAL: Certainly.] Why certuinly ¥
The Attorney General is always quoting
precedents, and no precedent cun be
found for such a course as was tuken.
In any other Assembly the self-respect of
the Government and the selt-respect of
the member would have kept him ouat of
the Chamber from the moment when his
seat was challenged. That has been
the precedent everywhere; but with the
connivance, the encouragement. and the
sanction deliberately expressed in this
Assembly by the Premier, the member has
been sitting here helping the Government,
and we have had the spectacle of tbe
Attorney General defending the legality

of that action, right in the teellh uf the -

law us we now know, and as was pointed
out to him, though be would not see the
point. We heard the Attorney Gremerai
fortifying the sitting member, the Govern-
ment, and their supporters in the course
they took. The affair has been, I am
sure, more or less of a scandal to the
Stute, a scandal that would in wost
States have led to a vote of censure being
moved on the Government who ventured
to go to so extreme a length in order
to preserve on the Government side of
the House a seat which was so clearly
held illegally, us has now been declured
by law.

Tae PREMIER: In reply to pre-
ceding speakers, one of the motives that
actuated the Government in suggesting
to the member that bhe would be in due
order if he took his seat, was that the
constituency which he represented should
not be disfranchised. There was ne
object in firing out the hon, member
until judgment was actually delivered.
I do not know that the member for
Guildford (Mr. Johnson} has any founda-
tion for saying that the Chicf Justice had
made up'his mind as to his judgmnent.

Me. Warger: He had delivered his
judgment in a cuse on all-fours with this
case.

Tue PREMIER : According to Section
171 of the Electoral Act, if uny person
returned is declared not to have been duly

elected, he shall cease to be a member of

[ASSEMBLY.]

Holiday Train Fuares.

I the Council or Assembly. Consequently

. I take it that until judgment is delivered,

| he practically is a nember of the
House,

Mer. Jornson : But he would not have
been had you taken a legal course in
connection with the East Fremantle seut.

Tue PREMIER: That is another
point.  Suppose the Tabour Governent,
who with their supporters numbered 22
or 24, had had o petition lodged against
several of their members, wounld it have
baen fair or reasonnble that those members
should have retired from the House, thus
leading to the defeat of the Government ?

Mux, Tavuor: But the petitions under
review were not hogus petitions.

Tur PREMIER : But we were not
©aware of the judgment of the court
until it was delivered ; and the Govern-
meut wonld have acted in exactly similar
fashion had the seat been that of an
Oppositiou member.

Question put and passed.

QUESTION—~RAILWAY HOLIDAY
FARES. .

Mer. TROY, for Mr. Buth, asked the
Minister for Railways: Will he take
steps to see that the reduced holiday
fares on our railways, to come into foree
at the end of the month, shall be based
on the same mileage rates from goldfivlds
stations as appertain to the rest of the
State, as for instance between Perth,
Northam, York, Albany, Bunbury, Bus-
selton, eteetera ?

Tee PREMIER replied: 1, The
system of cheap boliday fares introduced
during the last three years took into con-
sideration the question of steamer com-
petition between ports, and it was not,
therefore, possible to fix upon what is
generally understood as o mileage hasis.
2, Under special circuinstances and trains
lower fares were introduced as from the
goldlields to Albuny. 3, To apply the
mileage rate of such trains to Perth and
Fremantle would interfere so much with
the revenue that the ordinary business
traffic would suffer beyond what can be
afforded. The excursion rates are now
considered to be very reasonably lower
than erdinary fares, and are much lower
than those prevailing a few veurs buck.
4, However, the matter is being carefully
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watched, and if at all possible a special
train may be run at special fares.

POLICE OFFEXNCES BILL INQUIRY.
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

THe Arrorxey GeNeraL brought up
the report of the select committee.

Report received and read ; theevidence
ordered tv he prinied, also the amend-
meats recommended.

BILL—FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT.
POWER TO BORROW, DOCK, ETC.

SECOND READING,

Besumed from the 18th October, the
MinisTER For WoRES in charge of the
Bill. :

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I feel
a little nervous in attacking this measure,
especially after what T have seen in the
public Press; and I would like to know
if the Minister for Works is responsible

for whut onppeared in the Fremansle !

journal on Monday, September 24th.
Tae MivisTer rFor Works: I have
not seen it.
Mr. WALKER: The paper says:—

In connection with the statements which
were current in Perth and Fremantle re the
alleged neglect of the affairs of the Port by
the present Government, an Evening Mail
representative called ab the office of the Publie
Works Departient.

I presume, therefore, he called on the
Minister for Works; and the report,
which repeatedly mentions the Minister
for Works, goes on to say :—

There is sure to be a certain amount of
opposition to the Bill, notably from memhers
of Perth and surrounding constifuencies; and
perhaps it will wean a tough fight before the
Bill is finally carried. The Labour party, for
their own henefit, should vote for the Bill.

Then it goes on to say :—

Work will be provided for those at present
unemployed, but alse for political reasons.
All parties and classes in Fremantle are in
favour of the Bill, and if it is lost through
the efforts of the Labour party, that fact will
be extremely detrimental to their interests at
ensuing ¢lections in the district.

Mer. Tavror: That is like the Minister
for Works.

(30 Ocrounkr, 1906.]

——

i
| tion of the Labour party.
I
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Those
ure not my words at all.
Mzr. WALKER: I beg your pardon;
this statement is reported to have
. emanated from the office of the Public
Works Department, and the Minister
" for Works is repeatedly mentioned in it.
I presume the paper professes here only
10 be giving the sentiments of officers of
the Works Department and of the
Minister for Works; and in this profes-
sion the Labour party is intimidated.

| Tue MixisTEr ror WORES:
!
|
|
i

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
explanation}: These remarks read are
not mine at all. T take it that the article
i5 an expression of opinion of the paper
itself; and I ask that the statement that
these are my rémarks be withdrawn.

Mz. WALKER: | have not distinctly
said they were the remarks of the hen.
member; but in order to set the point
exactly right as to how this connection
comes in, | wiil read the full text. "L'hus

. far I have only read those portions which

I thought were an attempt at intitnida-
The article
reads thus: —

The Harbour Trust Rill,

In connection with the statcments which
were current in Fremantle re the alleged
neglect of the affairs of the Port by the present
Government, an Eveaing Meil representative
called at the office of the Public Works
Department in order to discover, if possible,
how matters stood at the present time.

That scts out that the object was to find
out how muatters stand ; then it professes
to report how matters do stand, and it
goes ol to sav:—

I As already stated, this Bill has been with-

drawn from the Upper House (where it was
brought forward by the Colonial Secretars)
for constitutional reasons, and it is now the
intention of the Minister for Works o bring it
before the Lower House not later than next
week.

That is no opinion of the newspaper. He
wade a mistake there, T admit.

Tee Mixister For Works: That is
where the interview ended, so far as I
am concerned.

Mr. WALKER: The article continues
thus:—

There is sure to be a certain amount of

oppusition to the Bill, notably from members
i of Perth and surrounding econstitmencies, and
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perhaps it will mean a tough fight before the
Bill is finally carried. The Labounr party, for
their own benefit, should vote for the Bill, not
only because, if it is carried, a large amount of
work will be provided for those at present
unemployed, but also for political rensons.
Al parties and classes in Fremantle are in
favour of the Bill, and if it is lost through the
efforts of the Ln.hour party, that fact will be
extremely detrimental to their interosts at
ensuing elections in the district. [t has heen
saggested that the personnel of the Harbour
Trust Board should bo altered.

The full statement of the facts is theve.
T bave disguised nothing. It seems to
me to infer, although I accept the Min-

had taken this indirect method of telling
the Labour party that they ought to vote
for the Bill. I may be excused tor having.
perhaps wrongfully, taken that impres-
sion, because these are practically the
sentiments the Minister for Works gave
utterunce to whilst fighting the Fre-
mantle election. They are his state-
ments made on the public platform

Bill which does not go even so far as his
statements then made carried him. A
the Fremantle election, he promised dis-
tinctly that therc should be a dock
graunted for the electors.  With a beauti-
ful photograph of himself, be printed the
clear and distinet pledge that there should
be this dock at Fremauntle, and that if he
were not elected they would not get that
dock, that he was the man to get that
dock for them, that that was a Govern-
ment promise—a.nd it was a promise, T
submit, reiterated by the supporters of
the hon. member, the wembers of the
Goveroment speaking at his meefings.
Now what are the facts? This Bill
itself clearly declares that the Govern-
ment have departed from that promise
made at the Fremantle election, for the
Bill dves not make the Gorerpment re-
sponsible for any dock at all. The
Government do not take auny responsi-
bility in that rvespect. They leave it to
the option of certain commissioners who
shall form the Harbour Trust. That is the
purpose of the Bill; and in order that
the commissioners may have the power

[ASSEMBLY.]

Becond reading.

sponsible for the construction of that
dock. T will set the hon. member’s mind
at ease, if necessary. I may say thai to
my knowledge there is scarcely one, if
there he one, on this side of the House
who is uot 1o fuvour of a dock for Tre-
mantle. We feel the necessity ; wu want
it, but we want it done openly, and we
want it so that we may have a say in it
if necessary, that it may be placed under
the power of responsible parties; that

. 18 to say that the Grovernment must take’

the responsibility of this dock, and the

. cost of it and the character of it must be
ister’s denial, that the Minister for Works

suhmitted to this House for its finul
dectsion before it passes, like any other
great public work.  Why shoubl the
Harbour Trast have powurs that no other
public bodies in this Stute possess? It
this doek be a necessity, und we are not
denying it is, why the fear of the Govern-
ment to assume the responsibility of it¥
Why giveit to these irresponsible bodies ?

© Tine and time again, omtil I fear mem-
and now he is comiog forward with a

bers of this House are weary of me. I
liave protested against this constant
whittling awiy of the vesponsibility of
the Government. In every other State
of the world the Government take the
responsibility of their conduct, for the
management of all the great public con-
cerns.  Why this deparfure here ?  We
wre whittling away everything that re-

- quires infelligence, direction, and govern.

of doing this if they think fit, powers of -

borrowing are especially provided in this
measure.  They can borrow money
for the purpose, and that to me is
the evil of this measure, that it
does not make the Government re-

ment. The Government have delegated
duties to irresponsible boards until the
whole country is run in such & wiy that
it is completely out of touch with the
pecple of the State. The representatives
of the people can give no criticism upon
it, and forin no judgwment, and their pro.
tests against it in any form are unavail-
ing. That is the position we are being
reduced to by wmeasures of this kind.
Every great public undertaking should
stand on its own bottow, so to speak.
This is u great public undertaking, and
the Government should therefore have
the courage to briug forth a Bill for the
construction of a graving dock at Fre-
mantle, We could respect their courage
i they did that. But what do they do¥
In this weasure they propose to give
power to the commissioners whe will
conpose the Huarbour Trust to borrow
money (¢) for the completion and exten-
sion of harbour works, () to discharge

. the probable money of any existing loan
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or for the consolidation of the debts of
the commissioners, (c.) for any other pur-
pose—we do not know where this is going
to end, it may beto build a ladder to the
mwoon for anything we know —approved
by the Governor. The Lermn “ harbour
works” includes any basin, graving dock.
slip, dock. Why the two are included
I do not know, because it isa graving dock
that the people there want; but this
evidently 15 a chance yiven them to
escape—they can have a floating dock if
they want one. The definition alludes
to graving dock, slip, dock, pier, quay.
wharf, jetty, bridge, viaduct, breakwater,
embankment, or damn, This would seem
to be o direction. 1
thought the Government by this measnre
had absolutely pledged themsélves to the
construction of a graving dock in Fre-
mantle, but there is nothing in the Bill
declaring that to be the policy of the
Gorvernment in any sense. It certainly
gives the power to these commissioners,
if they get the approval of the Governor,
to construct a graving dock, or a slip, or
any kind of dock that may then be
deemed discreet. Is it not a marked

[80 Ocroner, 1906.]

should have -~

. of importance

feature of the policy of this country to

provide accommodation for merchant
ships to visit us, or in days to come for
our own fleet in all possibility, and s it
no councern whatsoever to the Government
in power as to whether a mere floating
dock, or u stronger, & secure, 3 more use-
ful graving dock be constructed ? Isthata
matter of indifference that it may be left
to anybody, that it may be left for the
time being to those who chance to be in
the position of commissioners, without
any regard whatsoever to the policy of
the country ?  Should not the Ministry,
in a matter of such vital importance to
the tuture welfare of this State, take the
regponsibility entirely 7 Have they no
opinion as to what kind of a dock is
required at Fremantle? Are they quiie
willing to say, ** Oh, you see to it; 1t is
not our business, it is yours. You look
to that. You tell the country what it
wants. We will endorse all you have
done. No matter; go ahead "—is that
the policy of the Government? Is that
what this State 5 reduced to—no
courage in their own convictions ? Is this
a way of getting out of the promises
made by the Minister for Works at Fre-

mantle 7 Is this a way of shelving the
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responsibility ? Is this a chance of en-
abling them to say, “ We gave the power
to commissioners te do it, but they have
not done it; it is not our fault; we
cannot help it”? TIs this everlasting
building of a fence round their responsi-
hilities, shelving the blume, the oppro-
brium for Lheir misconduct and neglect,
the kind of government we have in Par-
lLiawent?  Have the Government no
buckbone to father a policy? Whatis
of greater importance to this country than
the managemnent of our ports, our har-
bours? Next to the communication
through the interior, next to making
roads and building railways as uarteries
for commerce and travel, the door by
means of which we are letting in the rest
of the woild or sending dur products over
the highwavs of the seas, so o speak, is
Next to railways the
harbour stands first, und in our Railway
Act we have speciully talken care that
matters of policy regirding construetion,
where railwarvs shall run, what kinds of
ratlwuys they shall be, and to a certain
extent what they shall cost, are reserved
to responsibility. Wo have taken away
from this Assembly, 1t is true, in the Rail-
ways Act the power {o supervise manage-
ment.  We can ne longer interfere with
Mr. George as to how he will treat his
servants or run the details of that im-
mense asset.  But on poliey, and that is
the peint, we have reserved our right to
criticise.  The Government must come
down, when they have any special rail-
way to build, be it ever so small, be it
ouly a spur line, to this Honse and ask
permission of the Assembly, und get the
aunthority of hoth Hounses of Parliament,
befure the work can be undertaken. But
here what can they do? A body of irre-
sponsible commissioners, whom we cannot,
reach, whom we cannot touch or eriticise,
or if we do it we do it vainly, can inflict
on this country untold expense. 1t is
trug, T will admit, that the loun proposed
must be submitted o the Governor. But
what does thal mean? It means the
Cabinet for the tine being, the Cabinet
consisting of six members. A majority
only of that Cabinet, four out of the six,
can carry any public work they please in
connection with these harbour works,
under the recommendations of the Har-
bour Trust, and it is quite possible that
when this Harbour l'rust gets in—it
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altogether depends upon who consti-
tute this Harbour Trust—at any particu.
lar time it may absolutely propose works
that are detrimental to the development:
of this State, through our harbour gates.
It may happenin this very inslance that
they will not propuse a graviog dock,
fearing that the responsibility would be
too great, that they might not obtain
enough in dues for the interest and sink-
ing fund, and that if they could not
make the thing pay to their satisfuction
their positions would be in danger.
Therefore the possibilities, if not the pro-
babilities, ave that in this case instead of
Fremantle having a permanent graving
dock, the Government will be asked to
give authority for borrowing money for a
floating dock. Tt may be of value to thew,
I admit. While we are deing things fora
greatcountry that has grownattherate this
State has, so that no mau can prophesy
really what this country will be 20 years
bence, it is a piece of fo].lv to fool with
great public undertakings, with great
public works, as may be done by these
commissioners. If it were the Govern-
ment who undertook a foolish piece of
work, a work that would have to be
removed or substituted by a better work
a few years hence, we should konow how
to attack them, and wmoreover we should
take the responsibility, if that became
law, because every member in this House
would have then the opportunity of
bringiung his experience aund his knowledge
to bear, and his criticisin o correct any
casc of error. Bui here no eriticism, no
power of analysis or review in any form,
1s permitted.  Four members of the
Cabinet can endorse the action of this
board, and this House has not one word
to say on the matter. Can iv not be
conceived that allowing these commis.
sioners this right may be a serious
detriment to Fremantle instead of being
a beuefit to it? We have commissioners
now who are already suspected. The

[ASSEMBLY.]

" bhorrow a fraction.

article from which T have guoted goes on

to say that the composition of the Trust
should be altered. [Interjection by the
Mixister For Works.] I am speaking
now of what is said to be the fact.

Tae Mivisrer For Works: You left
that alone just now.

Mz. WALKER: I read that portion.
The hon. gentleman bas a bad memory.
Is it not o fact that there are doubls as

t
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to the qualifications, to put it in the
mildest form, of those commissioners
who are entering on their positions? Is
it not suggested that the constitution of
the Trust shall be altered ?  And if so,
how know we who may be there?
Whether we shall derive benefit from the
services rendered depends on whether we
have the best possible men in a posi-
tion of that kind. Men of incapacity,
men of narrow mind, nen of limited
judgment, men of small experience,
may commit the State o a poliey
which way do injury for years to come.
But this is the point above all which |
want to impiess upon the Minister. The
adiministration of a policy in the way of
public works is decidedly a Ministerial
duty, whbich should not be removed from
Ministers under any circumstances. It
is their duty to see that the policy which
will be the best for the State—not anly
for Fremautle, but for the whole State —
should be entered wupon as speedily as
possible. But how can we know it will
be so when they shirk their duties and
place all blume upon the irresponsible
Trust, and 1 again say, those whom we
cannot touch, critivise, or reach in any
form or shape ? How can those men take
the responsibility 7 How can Ministers
govern for the best interests of this State
when they delegate such important
matters as these to this board? And
mark this. It is a time of financial
crisis we are entering upon, when this
State will have all it can do to borrow
money, 1f it wants to, o few years hence,
pat vers long from now; and this Gov-
ernment, T predict, if it remains in the
bondage it is in, will not be able to
It will have to go to
the Commonwealth and ask to let it have
# little te go on with.

Tue Presier: We can get plenty of
money now, without going outside Aus-
tralia for it.

Mr. WALKER: 1tis a debt, whether
it is got in or out of Australia.

Tre PrEMier : But you are saying we
cannot get the money.

Mzr. WALKER: T say that hy-and-
by, before you will be able to get. any
moncy at all you will have to ask per-
mission of the Commonwealth—they will
not allow you to borrow money as you
like and go on in this extravagant form.
Thaut is the point I wm making. 1am
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not denying that if a loan were properly ' others.

put on the market you couid get the
money in Australia to-morrow ; but ITam

(30 Ocronex, 1906.]
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speaking of the relationship likely to be °

astablished iu the future between the
State and the Commonweanlth.  Beyond
doubt this Bill is fur the purpose of
borrowing money, it may be recklessly,
and the presumption is that it is going
o be recklessly because even this news-
paper article, which got inspired some-
how in the Works Department, insinuates
that the pussing of the Bill will bring
money enough into the State, or will
cause money to be collected at Fremautle,
in gufticient quantity o absorb all the
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Will the Government give to
municipalities, in order to do necessary
local works irresponsibly, power to
borrow money, and the Government to
be responsible in the end #  Why shocld

. they give this special power to the

Harbour Trust ?
Tee Perenxier: We give to munici-
palities power to borrow up to ten times

the anount of their unnual income.

unemployed labour. That is the position.

But how far can we trust thig irres-
sponsible borrowing to go on?—for mark
you, it is the State that is1espousible for
the loans borrowed by this body. Ts it
pot an anomaly that the State, the
Government, the people are respon-
sible for whatever money the Harbour
Trust may borrow ¥

Taw MixisTer For Works: It will
be. If it were not so, the Trust could
not borrow above a certain amount.

Me. WALKER: They cannot borrow
more money than is specially provided
for; but after the money has been bor-

given to the Harbour Trust?

Mgr. WALKER: Yes; but do the
Government take the responsibility in
connection with municipal borrowing, as
they propuse to do in this Bill?  Are the
municipal revenves subject to review und
amendment by the Government in the
same way as in the cuse of the power
Are the
Government practically the trustees, us
they are for this Trust? The Premier
will see the distinction, that this is mak-
ing a speciality of the Harbour Trust at
Fremantle, No one of the members of

. that board is infullible or immaculate ;

rowed, if the works do not pay, if they do -

not come up to scratch, there is power
given to the Governor, to the Govern-
ment to review and to alter the Trust's
method of working if the rates do not
bring in the necessary amount to cover
sinking fund and interest. What if there
be an absolute deficiency at any time P —
for the Government, no more than any-

body else, can command the shipping m

Fremantle harbour.
when the amount of shipping ieay fall
away. I1f the port of Hsperance were
opened, for instance, Fremantle would
not be able to get the amount of shipping
traffic it now duves; and what then? The
taxpayer would have to come in, and from
our revenue we would have to meet the
obligations put upon us by this irrespon-
sible body. The taxpayer, after all, is
the responsible party; his pocket is
reached, and when a man’s pockel is
reached is he to have no say, no voice as
to what is dome there? I object to
making an exception of this dock; I
object to giving to ome section of the
State a power that is not permitted to

An era way come .

they are not made of nore than ordinary
blood and flesh and bone; they ave of
the same stock us the ordinary run of
humanity ; and after the errors we hear
of daily ou the part of public officers, of
men in high positions, the blunders and
wistakes in regard to public works and
public undertakings, can we place in the
hands of this body the power to borrow
money for any work it may deem fit in
comnection  with the harbour, without
looking into the mutter, and particularly
with regurd to this special dock, which
wus the pledge and promise, the stepping-
stone to office of the Minister for Works?
What cun we see io these men thal we
should especially trost them with such
extraordinary powers? When we gave
necessary powets in regard to that larger
asset the railways, we have reserved the
right to decide in regard to new works,
new undertukings, or new loans, as a
matter of policy; and is it less a matter
of public policy, our harbour at Fre-
mantle, o, matter which should be inti-
mately under the cognisance of this
House at every step? Our fulure depends
on it; the whole State more or less is
concerned in that harbour; and we are
handiog it over to three or four men to
do as they like with it, to allow them to
borrow money as they think fit, without
being Liable to the criticism or the judyg-
ment of wpembers of this House.
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That is wrong in principle; it is -

against all the Dbest traditions of
British Government; and why is it
done? Are the members of the Min-
istry too lazy or too incapable of
deing what their predecessors have done,
what is done in New South Wales and in
- other parts of the world? There they
have a department of harbours and rivers
as a special depurtment : sometimes it is

part of the public works department, as .

in Sydney. But here the obligation is
delegated, it is taken out of the Govern-
ment altogether; and it is o farce to say
we are governed, when men we cannot
reach or bring to book in any form are
permitted to take upon themselves the
mitiation of great public works in which
the whole policy of the State is involved.
It is ridicolous, to my mind. It cannot
have been considered at all by the Gov-
ernment. I thoroughly approve of this
graving dock. T shounld lile to see it set
about as speedily as possible, consistently
of course with the requirements of other
parts of the country. I am notin favour
of spending all the available money on
Fremantle for the benefit, the safety of
the Minister’s seat; but I am in favour
of whatever will advauce the interests of
this State and put us on a sound footing
both in regard to internal development
and to our relationship with other parts
of the world. But the Goverament
should take the responsibility of doing
this, instead of handing that respousi-
bility over to a hoard which must neces-
sarily be liable to all the errors, indiscre-
tions, failures, and human weaknesses of
a board that is answerable to no one.
That is my objection to the Bill; and

is the only feature of the Bill to which I

do object. I think I have wade that
clear enough; I have emphasised it to the
best of wy ability. I feel strongly upon
it, and having shown this, I need now
only add that it is my intention, when the
Bill is in Committee, to do my best to get
the removal of those clauses giving these
extruordinary and unprecedented powers
to an irresponsible body outside of Par-
liament and in no sense responsible to
this House.

Mr. J. BREBBER (North Perth):
Before the Bill is read a second time, 1
desire to say that while there are portions

of the Bill of which T am in favour, there |

Second readiag.

are other portions to which T strongly
object. 1 am in favour of works of this
sort being put in the hands of commis-
sioners, after the works are completed;
because I consider they can then be far
better managed in the hands of business
people who have experience in that cluss
of work, who can carry them on practically
and to the best advantage. Butin regard
to uw work of this kind, which will affect the
whole of the State and be a work for all
time, I think it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to see that such works ure pot in
hand by their own initiation. It would
be a calamity if an irresponsible board
were appointed, and as a result a dock
ware constructed which would not besuited
to the requirements of the increased
traffic that may be expected to come to
the port of Fremuntle. We have had
instances in Perth of Loards carrying out
public works which T thick have proved
a great mwistake, and a detriment to the
works on which they were engaged. I
shall instance the Metropolitan Water-
works, which were managed by an irre-
sponsible body without experience of that
deseription of work, which practicully
wausted the funds of the State, and gave
to Perth a water supply that is a disgrvace.
‘The board squandered money on hores
and other temporary works, which only
resulted in bringing discredit on them-
selves and on the city. I only mention
this as instancing the big mistake this
House will make 1if it. pluces works of this
nature in the hands of any board what-
ever. The great success of our goldfields
water scheme was due to the fact that it
was initiated and carried out under the
vontrol of the Government, and that after
its successful completion it has been placed
in the hands of a commission which
kunows Low to work it to the best advant-
age. I suy advisedly that had that
schewe been placed in the hands of a
Commission before its completion, then
when the time arrived for supplying the
goldfields, it would not have been able
to meet the demands. The Government
of that Lime grasped the question more
firmly, and have provided a supply which
will suffice for all time. That is the
policy which shonld be udopted in con-
nection with this harbour movement. I
desire to draw the attention of the House
to the report submitted by the vonsnlting
engineer engaged by the Government
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{Mr. Keele) to report on this question.
The only quotation I will make is a short
one, to show how great a wmistake it would
be for the Government to band over the
construction of this great work to an
irrespuasible body outside the Ministers
and Government of this State. The first
question to be considered by the Harbour
Trust would be whetber it is advisable to
have a floating or a graving dock at Fre.
mantle. The engineer from whose report
I am quoting says in regard to a floating
dock :—

This class of dock appears to have reached
the limit of its efficiency. namely the capacity
to lift a vessel safely of 500 ft. long and 10,000 or

11,000 tons displacement.  Asitis not improb- -

able that vessels up to 600 or 700 ft. long, with
a displacement up to 17.000 to 20,000 tons, may
hereafter require docking at Fremantle, it is
certain that the owners would look for the
most absolute security in any dock before they
would allow the vessel to enter it. It is very
noticeable that large floating docks are used
only where there is a dificulty in obtaining a
suitable sife for a graving dock.

That is one of the difficulties pointed ont
by this engineer; and if we place the
control and opening up of the Swan
River in the hands of an irrespousible
body, we shall be running a risk of
having a dock of this class placed at
Fremantle, which would only be useful
for one class of vessel and not for larger
vessels which mav come to this State,
Going a little farther, I would point out
that this engineer took into consideration
no fewer than seven sites for a dock in
the Swan River, and condemned all
but two. One of those did not con-
demn, and which he recommended,
was for a graving dock at Rocky Bay.
He had looked into the question of
opening the river, and chose that one ont
of the seven. But he savs that is a
situation for a graving dock which can-
not be excelled. T would like to read to
the House his words, bhecause thev
will have more weight with the House
than any language T can use. He says
in reference to the river :—

Swelling outat Freshwater Bay and Melville
Water into a land-locked harbour, which even
now ¢mbraces an area of three and three-
quarter square miles of 18ft. and over, two and
a-quarter square miles of 24ft. and over, and
one and a-half square miles of 30ff. and over,
at low water, which would be sufficient. if
some shoals were removed, to afford a safe and
sheltered anchorage for the whole fleet of war-
ships on the station.

[30 Ocronew, 1906.)
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That is the area of water which we have
in Freshwater Bay, near the site where
he recommends the dry dock shall be
placed.
Tue Prenier: Is that Keele's veport ?
Me. BREBBER: It is Keele's report.
He says again :—

The bay is se cheltered from high winds that
no inconvenicnce whatever wounld be felt by
vessels taking the dock. [In faet, the site for
the dock is almost an ideal anc. Butler’s
Hump is a conspicuous, low, rocky projection
centrally sitaated on the western shore of
Freshwater Bay. From the surface indica-
cations the exeavations throughout for the
entire dock wounld he in the caleareons sand-
stone characteristic of the loeality, which
wonld be a grert saving in expensein hnilding
the foundations and side walls, as compared

. with any other site yet proposed.

He goes on to say it would be a model
site for a dock, and the foundations are
practically secure, and he farther states:
Lastly, but not least, the dock and its
establishment would be naturally protected
from an enemy’s fire.
I do not intend to guote further from this
report because it is at the service of the
House; but when the Government have a
report like this for their guidance, and
when they are going to throw aside the
advice the engineer has given and place
the carrving out of the duties in the
hands of an irresponsible body, the Gov-
ernmentare buking up aposition they onght
not to take. There 1s no ereater work
for the State than the opening up of the
viver. We have a river here which can
be made one of the finest and safest
harbours i Australasia, and we should
not allow any irresponsible hody te take
that work iu hand for the sake pos-
sibly of obtaining political prestize. It is
high time the House and the Govern-
ment should see that these persons are
not allowed to mould the usefulness ofa
harbour of that sort to snit political
ends. T do not wish to detain the
House. The only reason I spoke is that T
recognise the importance of the ¢uestion.
I recogmise there is u dunver of a huge
blunder being committed on this ques.
tion, and T think the House should see
that the blunder is not made. The late
Premier, Mr. James, recognised the im-
portance of this guestion and resumed
land all ronnd the river for the pur-
pose of makiug provision for vessels of

. all tonnage and size having safe access
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to and navigation in the river. 1 hold that
one (Fovernment having gone as far as
that, the present Government should see
that the work is completed under their
own«direction ; and frowm that point and
that point alone T rose to object to
anything clse being done.  1f the work
is‘completed by the Governmeut T have
no objection to its being superintended
by a board, for the completed work could
be better managed by  practical men.
But I shall use all the power I can to
prevent the 13ill becoming law, unless the
Grovernment will take the power to pro-
tect the river, and that the House shall
formulute a scheme to be carried out.

Me. F. ILLINGWORTH (West
Perth): I would like to have an assur-
ance from the Government that they
intend to maintain control of the harbour,
to the extent of the groving dock at any
rate. A Dbig work of this character
ought to be decided by Parliament. It
is one of those questions on which there
will be many adverse opinions, and it is
one of those questions that ought to be
submitted to the representatives of the
people. I object to the handing over of
the powers of Parliament {o any irre-
sponsible body, especially works of this
character and of this extent and wagni-
tude. T am of opinion, although perhaps
I am not in a position to express an
opinion through want of knowledge, that
we should have a graving dock and nota
floating dock. 1 am utterly opposed to
a floating dock, wnd the House should
have control of the question. Now that the
harbour iz largely completed, it is desir-
able to have a Bill of this character to
give the necessary contrel over minor
works and contracts and the condunct of
the harbour itself to a body of practical
persons. Il would relieve the Govern-
ment of a deal of work, aud the
Government might probably make mis-
takes; therefore it would be better to
have the control of the harbour in the
bands of men well adapted to the work
which they will give attention to. But
as to the conslruction, we have so
far constructed the harbour under Gov-
eroment. control, and it was a soccess
under the Engineer-in-Chief we had
then, and other officers who have been
able to farther extend the harbour;
but this is a question of great magnitude,
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the construction of a graving dock. The
question now—it seems altogether foolish
that it should be raised atall—is between
a graving dock and a floating deck. It
is u question that ought to have been
settled in the minds of wmembers long ago.
[ think in regard to this Bill unless we
have gome assurance from the Gorern-
ment that they will consent to the removal
of this item of the graving dock
from the Bill, it will be necessary almost
to vote against the measure. The Bill
itself is good in many particulars, but it
is proposed to hand over a contract of
this character to an irvespongible board.
That is one proposition I cannot possibly
support. If the Government will give an
assurance that they will accept an amend-
ment to strike out the graving dock from
the Bill, I shall be satisfied with the
measure, placing the control and manag-
ment of this harbour and graving dock,
or any work of this character, in the
hands of a board. If the Government
are going to hand the whole matter over
to this board, [ would rather lose the Bill
than give such power to an irresponsible
body. T hope the Government will see
their way to give an assurance of
the acceptance of an amendment of this
character in Committee. If not, I shall
be disposed to vote against the Bill.

On motion by Me. Jomnsow, dcbate

adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
DEBATE ON FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Resumed from the previous day, M=,
lnuinewoRrTH in the Chair.

Vote—His Ezcellency
£1.148:

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Prive) : T desire to reply to one or two
criticisms which were levelled at the
Government the last time this matter
was under discussion, by the member for
Subiaco, the member for Gwildford, and
the memher for Kanowna. I think the
figures with which the member for
Subjuco regaled the House are eapable
of a totally different construction from
that which he put on them. The state-
ment was made that there was absolutely
no decrease in the cost of admiuistration

the Governor,
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so far as the present Government were
concerned, and I think the member in
comparing the Estimates of the vear
1904-5 with those of 1906-7, that is the
year he was administering the affairs
with the present year, stated that the
increased salaries amounted to something
between £23.000 and £24,000. That
seems a, serious statement, and one which
i it were true would necessarily cause a
considerable amount of alarm in the
minds of the general public. I bave
very carefully gone through the salaries
of both Estimates, and have absolutely
failed to find out how the member
arrived at the excess of £23,000 odd in
this veat’s Estimates for salaries as
dgamst. the salaries for the year 1904-5.

I cafi ofily assutne that he must have
taken into consideration an increase of
some £20,735 10 the wages and saluries
for State batteries. In that conpection
the estimated revenue for State batteries
this year is an increase of £23,000 on the
revenue for the yvear 1904-5, so that it
would be a manifestly unfair thing to
credit the extra expenditure ineurred
owing to the increased uumber of State
batteries as against administrative
salaries. There is another very im-
portant item which the member drew
attention to—the difference in the figures
between this vear and the year he was in
office—and to which I wish to refer. I
refer to the increase of salaries in the
educational vote this year over the year
the hon. member was in power. which
amounts to £32 644, a necessary increase.
We find with machinery inspection,
added to the boiler inspection there is an
increase of £90% as against the year
1904-5. Then we find the completion of
the rabbit-proof fence has led to an
inerease of £2,500 a year in the charges
against that fence. We find the cost of
salaries for the Gaols amounts to £905—
in all these cases I am referring to
salaries—Lunacy, £1,095; Medicul and
Public Health, £1,393; Police, £266;
and Railways, £5,306. Most of these

[30 Ocrooer, 1906.]

increases represent salaries which are |

the increased
In no sense

the direct outcome of
functions of government,.

can they be termed moneys expended .

on purely administrative votes. Let us
look at the extra £22,000 spent
on education. That invelves so many
extra teachers in vur schools; on the
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State batteries the extra expenditure in-
volves s0 much wmore ore crushed, so
many wore men  employed; on  our
rabbit-proof fence a greater length of
fence to be patroiled and kept in order;
in our Medical Department a greater
amount to be expended on relieving and
attending to the sick poor; and on our
Railwuys an extra sum of £5,396 to be
expended owing to expaasion in trafie,
If we come to the other side we find that
in what are really administrative depart.
ments, where expenses by good manuge-
ment and by economy can be cut down,
there is a general and counsiderable reduc-
tion. TFor ipstance in Printing, our
esitinute for this year ts some £2,69]1
less than for the vear 1904-5. In the
Lunds - ‘Department, the estimutes for
Lands and Surveys und Woods and
Forests are some £8.966 less; and in
Public Works the salaries, taking loan
and rvevenue togather, are some £9,201
less than in the year when our friends
opposite {(Labour partr) were in charge.
I venture to say that the figares 1 have
guoted directly show that the statements
of the member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish)
tend to give to the general public an
absolutely incorrect impression. But as
an actnal fact. in great departments like
the Lunds and Works, where economy of
administration has existed for some time,
that saving is now actnally taking place.
I wish to puint out the position of mem-
bers opposite when in power as com-
pared with the position of the present
Government. We find that the revenue
the Taubour Government received in
the year 1904-5 exceeded the revenue
which we estimate to receive hy some
£23,127. We find that this vear we
have to provide for increased Education
charges amounting to some £22,644;
that for Police we have to find £2,266;
for expenses of the rabbit.proof fence,
£2500; Medical and Puablic Health,
£1,3%3; Lunacy, £1,095; Gaols, £805;
machinery inspection, £909; and we find
that the fixed charges en loan aceount
have increased this vear as against the
vear with which T am comparing these
ficures by £99.035. If to these amonnts
we add the amount of drft which took
place in the public expenditure during the
termn of office of the Daglish Government,
taking into account the surplus which
they found when they took office and the
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deficit which they left when they went
out, we find that another £129,885 has
to be added, waking in all, owing to
lessened charges on such votes as Educa-
tion and Public Health, Lo the increased
revenue which they expected to receive, and
to the excess of expenditure over income,
a sum of £285759 more than we have
at our command. Isit at all astonishing
in these eircumstances that their estr-
mates for public works in 1904.5 should
have been 2337927 as agawnst the
£228 931 estimated for this year?

Mr. Teox: It is, in view of all the
promises you made.

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think I have conclusively shown, and no
unbiased person carefully studying these
figures can come to any other conchision,
that the finances are on the high road fo
being put straight; that i the great
admwnnistrative departments, considerable
savings have been effected. The member
for Guildford (BIr. Johnsou) took me
very severely to task for the conduct of
the Works Departinent with respect to
roads boards; and he was backed up in
his criticisms hy the wmember for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker). I desire to call
attention to the state of affairs which
existed in connection with some roads
boards when the hon. member (Mr.
Johnson) was administering the depart-
ment over which I now have the honour
to preside. I wish to draw attention to
the amount of rates collected by some of
these boards, and to the annual and
special grants which T believe—I do nou
wigh to do injustice—the hon. member
was responsible. I fully recognise that
ag to many of these boards it would
be invidious to mention their names,
becanse as A matter of fact many of them
have seen the error of their wavs, and I
am pleased to say that this year, owing
to the policy of the department, 37
boards have increased thewr rates, and
the increased rating will lead to the col-
lection of some £7,000°to £8,000 more
than the same boards collected last
year.

Mgr. Jouwson: You are simply reap-
ing the result of other people’s efforts.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am not reaping the result of my own
efforts or anything of my own initiation ; ;
but T am most distinctly reaping the
reward of a reform initiated by my pre-
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decessor, the present Treasurer (Hon.
Frank Wilson).

Mr. Scappax:
your file.

Tus MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
member interjecting has only to read
last week’'s Hansard to see that the
present action of the departwent in this
vespect was strongly criticised by the
member for Guildford. That can be
vadily referred to; and the same remark
applies to the speech of the member for
Kanowna. We find boards which col-
lected sums of £70 in the year receiving
from the hon. member (Mr. Johuson)
£700 in grants. Another board col-
lected £38 2s. in the year.

Mgk. Tavior: Which board P

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. member can get the particulars
trom the Public Works Report. I do noi
wish to be too harsh on the boards, many
of which have improved their rating
since that date. One board which col-
lected £38 2s. received annnal and
special grants amounting to £525.
Another sinner collecling £44 19s. 11d.
received from the hon. member £850;
another collecting £42 14s. 11d. received
a grant of £950; and another collesting
£34 5s. receivad £350. Going through
this portion of the roads boards reports
we find board after board receiving undue
subsidies. I do not mean that the
mnoney they received from the Govern-
ment was not well and faithfully ex-
pended; but I do say it was absolutely
ridiculous to give those people eight,
nine, and ten times as much as they
eollected. Tt only needed a little pressure
brought to bear, and they must have
recognised their responsibility aud in-
creased their rating as they bhave done
this year. I venture to think that for
the hon. member to criticise my depart-
ment because of this action is absolutely
contrary to the public interest.

M«. Jornson: The hon. member did
not criticise the department for the action
you mention. T do not want you to base
vour subsidy absolutely on rutes. If you
do, you work an absolute injustice.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
‘There has never been any suggestion that
this subsidy should be based :L]‘).‘:Olllte]\'
on rates.

Mr. JonNsow:
by one Minister.

Ruobbish! Took up

That was suggested
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Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
has never been suggested that the sub-
sidv to roads boards should be based
entirely on rates.

Mr. Joaxsox: Then what are you
arguing abhout ¥

Tue CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
can explain subsequently.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORES: I
am arguing that rating should certainly
be taken into constderation with other
fuctors, when subsidics are granted ; and
the hon. member must be aware of that.
He finds us a matter of fact that he has
criticised the department nufuirly, and in
a manner that will receive public dis-
approval; and now he wishes to squeeze

-out of the difficulty. The position is
plain encugb; and 1 venture to think
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that the departmental action initiated by .

the Treasurer will receive universal
approval. Wy have been told that the
Government have stolen the policy of
members opposite.

Mz. Tavror: You have been told the
truth.

Tue MINISTER FPOR WORKS: T
did not expect the truth from the hon.
member, anyhow. To that proposition 1
not only dissent now, but have alwavs
most strongly dissenied. Because mem-
bers on that side and many on this
happen to hold some belief in common, it
does not follow that such belief is the
exclusive property of either side; and
because we on this side have this year
introduced a tax on unimproved land
values, that is no reason why the other
side should sav we have stelen their
policy.

Mr. Tavror: You won your majority
by opposing it.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
an actoal fact we did not win our majority
by opposing it.
Premier, the Minister for Mines, the
Attornev General and I, have always
advocated a tax on umimproved land
values; and I believe other members on
the Treasury bench have advocated a tax
on unimproved land. We were told that
the policy enunciated at Midland Junction
by AMr. Rason was one of oo fresh tax-
ation whalever. T venture to say that 1s
an absolute misstatement; and 1 may be
allowed te read Mr. Rason’s speech on
the subject. Referring to the taxation
proposals of his predecessor Mr. Rason

On the other hand, the -
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in his policy speech reported in the West
Awstratian of the 11th September 1905
referred to three sources of revenus,
namely  income tax £20,000, land tax
£30,000, totalizator tax £12.000. He
sald :—

These would only of necessity produce
£31,000 in the six wonths that was available
to him; and rather than trifle with increased
tasation for such a small amonnt, which would
praduce only £31,000 for six months, he would
yo without it, and see whether he and those
associated with him conld not without retrench-
ment make both ends meet. It would there-
fore follow that he did not propase to intro-
duce any farther taxation this year. [That
wis in 1905.] They could not shut their eyes
b the fact that they were dealing with a con-
stantly diminishing revenue, and that in the
near futnre some increasod taxation would he
absolutely necessary. If he was in power,
that incrcased taxution wauld take the shape
und forin of a tax on unimproved land.

To say that the present Government,
after such a policy speech, are not justi-
fied in inposing anv form of increased
taxation, that ther ure pledged to make
hoth ends meet by economny of adminis-
tration ouly—T do not wish to helittle that,
I believe we are ccomomising—but to
say that by increased taxation we are
breaking our election pledges is simply,
as members opposite know, to make an
absolute misstatement.

Mr. Tavror: What about the speech
of the Honorary Minister at Northam ?

Tee MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I
take it that the member for Mount
Muargaret has commoen sense enough to
kvow that the pelicy of the Gorernment
1s dictated by the policy speech of the
Fremier. T have guoted from the policy
of Mr. Rason. I have shown that Mr.
Rason in his policy speech last year
clearly pointed out that in the near future
some new form of taxation wns necessary.
To state that when we come fo this House
with fresh taxation measures we are

" breaking election pledges, is what hon.

gentlemen opposite know to be distinctly
false and misleading. T do not wish to
refer to this question any farther. Itrust
that in future it will be allowed that we
at least, if we desire to increase taxation
in this country, are breaking no pledges
by so doing. We certainly are pledged

! to economical administration, and I sab-

mit that the figures I gave in the early
part of my remarks bave distinctly shown
that we have economised in administra-
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tion; and I farther submit that by
bringing in the mew taxation we have
done, we have in no sense nor in any way
broken our election pledges.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison): I
&o not intend to delay the Committee
long, but I would like to make a few
remarks before the main question js put.
I should very much have liked the
Minister for Works in delivering his
brilliant oration 10 inforw us why we are
spending so much loan money now in
doing work which has hitherto been done
out of revenue. It would bave been some
enlightenment to myself to know the
reason why a great many roads, public
buildings, public batteries, and other

[ASSEMBLY.] -

forms of public works are to be built out .
of loan instead of revenue. Welook tothe

Government for enlightenment. I remem-
ber when I was .n office in the Daglish
Government that we were persistently

twitted time after fime because we did -

not carry out certain works; but mem-
bers of the present administration, who
were the foremost in twitting us, are now
doing far less in the construction of
works than was done when the Labour
Government were in power. One thing
strikes me very forecibly.
Labour Governwent were in power it
was continually stated by the present
party in power that the cause of the de-
pression in Western Australia was the
fact that there was a TLabour Govern-
ment ; bot we find now that the depres-
gion is far worse, even worse than it has
been sinee the discovery of gold.

Mz. GorL: Quite s0; and it will get
worse.

Mr. HOLMAN: Supporters of the
present Government say, *Quite so.”
Why should they not be fair and just
and blame it to the (Government, as was
done in the case of the Labour Govern-
ment? But instead of doing that they
repeat the parrot ery, and are urged by
the present Government to throw the
whole of the blame on to Federation. It
is the weakest and most cowardly way

When the

of getting ont of responsibility any |

Government has adopted. If the Labour
CGlovernment were responsible for the de-
pression that existed when they were in
power, survely the present Government
are responsible for the depression that
now exists. ‘We had Federation when the
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Lahour Government were in power, but
no voice was raised then to say that the
depression was caused by Federation and
not by the Labour Government. Look
at the expenditure now. We find that
instead of doing work out of revenue we
ure compelled to do it out of louns, Tt is
intended to build roads, bridges, public
buildings, and to carry on mining de-
velopment and the erection of public
hatteries out of loans. We have de-
parted from the policy of past years,
when these works were constructed
out of revenue. This is going back.
Tt iz a great pity a Detter policy
could not have been brought forward to
prevent the whole of this expenditure
taking place from loan funds. Tt wonld
have been better to increase the taxation
and let us know exactly where we stand,
because it is false economy to construct
these works out of loan funds, enden-
vouring to gull the public and lead them
to believe that the Government are doing
better than past Governments., A glance
at the PFstimates must show that the
amount of money proposed to be ex-
pended this vear is far less than it was
i previous years; aud almoest without
exception the small amount of money
proposed to be expended this year is to be
allotted to the cities and pleasure resorts,
instead of being spent in the back
country where its expenditure wounld be
the means of overcoming the depression.
We are to build roads to the Caves and
to spend the money about the cities. In
almost the first speech I made when I
stood for Parliament I stated that in my
opinion in the next few years we would
have in Western Australia a severe
depression, no matter what Government
nappened to be in power. 1 find that
what I said then is true. Tn my opinion
the only way to get rid of the depression
is to open up the mineral resources
better than we have done in the past.
Instead of doing this the support given
to the outlying districts is not nearly
suficient. We can spend thousands of
pounds on the construction of roads to
the Caves, but it is impossible to get a
grant to construct a road te a rising
goldfield. Tn my electorate and in other
parts of the State they have to make a
journey of 125 miles or 130 miles, where
the distance could be traversed by a

. properly constructed straight road of 95
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miles.
the agricultoral disivicts they cousider
that they must have o railwav; but they
consider that in the nuining distriets 20 or
30 miles are nothing. Before we go in for
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If they have to travel 20 miles in °

Leawifying the pleasure resorts of the °

State we should develop our back country
and muke decent roads over which mining
timber and evervthing in connection with
wining ¢ be taken.  We find that in
spite of the depression we have had
during the past vear or two the Govern-
ment are quite willing to grant great con-
cessions to the Timber Combine or to the
timber companies of this State for the
purpose of miving them practically a
grant, despite the opposition of the Rail-
way Commissioner. It has been said
time after time that the timber freights
charged in Western Australia do not
more than slightly cover costs. It was
estimated that if the timber freights paid
working expenses, interest, and sinking

fund it was about all they did. In spite -

of this, we fnd the Government have
given a coneession amounting to £16,000
a year to the Timber Combine at present
operating in this State. The position
therefore arises that we in Western Aus-
tralia are taxed and have to undergo a
severe depression, and have to borrow
money to construct public works, roads,
bridges, and batteries, while we can grant
£16,000 a year to the people in India or
some foreign country to construct cheap
railways. It is against the best interests
of the State.  We have a valuable asset
in the timber of the State, and under no
consideration shonld we give a grant to
foreign countries to build cheup railways
at our expense.  We should use the

by

money to pay the interest on the money
required to build railways to open up -

our mining districts and to develop our
agricultural areas. While this assistance
has been given to the Timber Combine,
no attempt is made to give any ussistance
to the people on the goldfields. The
Premier, from his visits to the Murchison,
knows the disadvantages under which
the mines labour there owing to want of
mining timber and firewood. T con-
sider that while we give concessions
to the Timber Cowmbine to take timber
from our country and sell it cheaply o
foreign countries, it would be well if we
reduced the freights on firewood to the
goldfields.

I speak more particularly of
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the Murchison. Then, instead of baving
an outery for a,ﬁlewond railway, in all
prolnhllltv they would be satisfied to do
without it so long as they could get fire-
wood aund mining timber at a much
cheaper railway rate than at present. I
consider that this should bave heen done
the Premier when bhe reduced the
freights.

TrE PreyMiek: Do not they have some
zone ou that railway ?

Me. HOLMAN: No. The same rate
exists for the whole of the State.

Tue PrEMigr: How much per ton per
mile?

Mr. HOLMAN: I think it is sbout -
1d. T do not know the exact figures.
On the Murchison, where there 1s no
available mining timber within 60 or 80
miles, a special rate should be struck.
Tt counld easily be dome. It would save
the country some thousands of pounds
in the construction of a firewood line.
Near Mullewa, some 120 miles from Cue,
there are splendid forests; and if the
Government were to reduce the charge for
firewood and niining timber to a low rate
it would pay the Government to run
special traius on that railway to supply
the whole of the Murchison with timber
foranumber of vears. That policy could
he tried for a year or two to see if it was
a success. I not, it would be time to
consider the advisability of constructing
a firewood line. But something should
bhe done in the near future, to assist the
mining compunies on the Murchison to
get a firewool supply. 1t is well known
that, the Murchison for firewood and
mining timher purposes is absclutely cut
ont, and that there is bardly a stick
can he got to keep the ground
from coming together. Even now they
must get the timber from Three Springs
on the BMidland Railway. Something
must be done ic the near future, or our
industry is going to suffer far worse than
it has in the past. Evervone must admit
that theoutlook as regards gold-mining in
Western Australia is not so promising
now as it was a few years ago, and we
should take every possible means to see
that the industry receives every encourage-
ment ; because if that mdushry goes down
every ‘other industr y in the State must be
retarded.

At 630, the Cuatrumax left the Chair.
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At 730, Chair resumed.

Mgr. HOLMAN (continuing): I was
gpeaking in regard to what should he
doune to encourage the mineral resources
of the State. In connection with en-
couraging capital to come to Western
Australia, it has been said the Labour
party prevented capital coming here. I
maintain that certain things have taken
place in connection with the mining
industry that will be very detrimental to
the wining industry. 1 am speaking of
what has taken place at Phillips River.
A little while ago a big outcry was made
in reference to Mr. Kaufman fomting a
company for a large amount, and some
very questionable meuns were adopted by
Mr. Kaufman when he went to London
to do so, by stating in a report what
the Government of Western Australia
intended to do for his company. He
stated that the Government had promised
him a railway to a certain place, and also
that he had acquired the right to the
mineral on some huundreds of acres of
ground. I want to point out what a
great deal of harm such a report might
do to the mining industry of Western
Australia. In the first place his report
was untruthful and misleading to the
investing public in the old country.
What has been the result ? Owing to
the promises in the report, the market
value of the company has visen six
or seven times. Mr. Kaufman spent
£68,000 or £70,000 in mining at Phillips
River, while we find the market value of
the company, according to the latest
report, is something like £1,000,000.
The company has been boomed by an
alleged promise wbich it is said the
Government made. We know these
promises were not made by the Govern-
ment; but I would like to have had some
stronger steps tuken to stop the sp:ead-
ing of false reports. DMr. Kaufman
undoubtedly boomed his company by
circulating falsehoods iu the old country.

Mg. Gors: Is there anything uncom-
mon in that ?

Me. HOLMAN: Nothing; but it is
to our disadvantage. 1f the Government
allow a person like Mr. Kaufman or any-
one else to make a statement and throw
the respousibility on the Government,
then if the company turns out an abso-
Iute failure the Governmeat will bave to
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take the responsibility on their shoulders.
This puts me in mind of a certain tour
taken by Sir Gerard Smith, then Governor
of this State, and Mr. Darlington Simp-
son, to Peak Hill. These gentlemen
travelled the country in coaches drawn by
eight horses, with footmen and policewmen.

Tee CHAIRMAN : I cannot see what
this has to do with the Budget.

Me. HOLMAN: I want to point out
the uttitude that should be adopted to
encourage people to invest in our mines,
and if our mining industry goes down
our Budget will suffer. When that tour
was taken every effort was made to boom
the mining . property at Peak Hill, and
the Governor was used as a means Lo av
cud by Mr. Darlington Simpson. Shares
in the Peak Hill property increased in
value at that time to £10 or £11; at the
present time they are not worth 10d. Of
course the shareholders suffered. 1 have
never been to Phillips River, but I believe
if care is not taken by the Government,
the investors in the Phillips River
country will be led into a similar trap
that the people who invested in the Peak
Hill and Horseshoe companies were led
into some time ago. The country will
suffer. It has been stated on more than
oue occasion that it is the intention of the
Governmeut to reduce the grants to roads
boards and municipalities. I see no
reason why the grants should not be
reduced to municipalities that have been
cstablished for a long time; but the
position is different in regard to outback
municipalities on the goldfields that have
just started and have all their work
before them. It is a mistake for the
Government to place the outback munici-
palities on the same fooiting as munici-
palities in the city and towns.

The MivisTer ror Worgs: They
are not on the same feoting.

Mr. HOLMAN: Practically; the
only difference is that when the muni-
cipalities in the towns were established
they veceived a subsidy of pound for
pound and large grants as well. Now
when the outback municipalities are
endeavouring to build up their centres,
the subsidy 1s cut down and they get no
grants at all. The roads boards in out-
buck places are in a far worse posttion.

Tre Premier: How is Perth on a
better footing than an outhack place?
The wunicipalitivs are graded,
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Mr. HOLMAN : Because these muni-
cipalities were established and built up
when they received large subsidies and
grants. The outback municipalities at
the present time receive no grauts at all.
and the subsidies have been greatly cut
down.

Tur Prexier: They have been getting
23s. in the pound against 10s. that the
Terth municipality receives.

Mz. HOLMAN : There is an item of
£40,000 which was given to the Perth
nmunicipelity, or obtuined by some weans
from the Government, of which no record
was kept at all.

Tue TreEasurEr : What about public
buildings ?

Mr. HOLMAN: They do not pay
rates. The wunicipalities receive the
benefit of the population which is centred
around the public buildings. In con-
nection with roads boards that is a
graver question, because in some of the
outback places the roads boards have no
money with which to maintuin the roads.
I will guote my own electorate us an
instance, becanse it is beyvond daubt that
a member is better acquainted with bis
own district than any other, although
there are scores of roads boards in
other outback electorates which are in the
same position. I will take the Nannine
rouds board. That body has kept the
road From Nannine to Wiluna, a distance
of 150 or 160 miles, with only one solitary
camping place along the track, in a state
of repair,

Tae MixisTEr ror WoREs: They
struck no rate during 1905,

Mr. HOLMAN: There was no papu-
lation : how was it possible for them to
strike a rate 7 Almostall the people live
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Mz. HOLMAN : Tt is in the Bunbury
district. That roads hoard received £850
and subzcribed £44 19s. 11d.  Then there
is the Bunbury suburban roads board :
that body received £705 and subscribed
about £80. When we consider these
places which are already settled and
which should be in a position to tax
themselves, but which provide but a very
small amount of wmoney towards the
upkeep of roads, then it 1s unfair to ex-
pect outbuck places to tax themselves to
any extent. I nrge on the Government
to take into consideration the disabilities
of the people in the outhack country, and
treat the people with some degree of fair-
vess which they are entitled to. In the
outbuck country, where we possibly cun
we should make good roads and cheapen
the cost of transit for people living
hundredsof iniles from a rallway. Thedis-
abilities the peeple labour under are quite
sufticient without having to make roads
for themselves. Tt is impossible for them
to du it, therefore we should do all we
possibly can to assist Lthewn. As far as
the Estimates are concerned, the outhack
conntry roads throughout the whole of
the Stale have not beeun fauirly treated.
We find thousands of pounds are given
towards making roads to the Caves and
the beauty spols of the State. That isall
very well in its place, but until we can
make provision to gmive the outback
people what they vequire in the way of

' roads to open up the country we should

. do not intend fo quote the figures,

in eamps and on mining leases and do not. -

use the rond. How is 1t possible for the
Nunuine roads board to keep the road to
Wiluna in order when they do not receive
any rates ?  Take the Collie rouds beard
The people there do not live in tents, and
they received last year £1,250 from Gov-
ernment, but they only found £160 them-
selves, Outside of this, thousands of
pounds have been spent in this und other
districts. Take the Prewier's electorate.
The Bunbury roads board received £850
last vear.

Tue Premier : It is not in my elec-
torate.

not spend money on pleasure resorts.
I would like to huve heard a little more
explanation from the Mivister for Works
as to the veason why this great change of
policy of constrancting works out of loan
instead of revenue has heen udopted. T
We
look ut the lust page und we find a system
brought forward by the Governiment. Iu
this vote alone the Estimales show nearly
£63,000 better than they would have
shown if we had been given a fair record
of the Estimates for the forthcoming vear,
I do pot intend to delay the Committee
any longer now, but I mean to criticise
to the fullest extent every item on the
Estimates which 1 consider should be
criticised. The only grants I asked for

_in relation to my district were for the
* making of a road and for the sinking of

two or three wells for the people out in

. that back couutry, and not one item has
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been given to the people of iny district. ' taken of the attitude on the Opposition

If the people I represent have to suffer

for the want of rouds and for the want of -

wells along roads whick they have wade
themselves, other districts can very well
battle along without having splendidly
improved roads to travel on. In connec-
tion with the mining industry iv tlie far-
back districts, something will have to be
done in the near future. The policy of
the past has not been of the best, and we
should take the very first opportunity of
opening up the back country by railways,
and of supplying fuel and mining timber,
whilst we sbould do all that we can
to open up new agricultural areas so
that people in the back country will be
supplied with agricultural products grown

in pur own State, which will male for the
prosperity both of the mining population
. have known of it, has always growled at

and the agriculturists as well.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): I listened
with deep interest to the Budget Speech
of the Treasurer, and 1 must say that
tuking into consideration the year he has
before him he appears to wme to have ful-
filled his task with very great credit to
himself and with as safe u proposition ax
he could put before the country.
Treasurer has been accused of optimism.
I think that his optimism in the next year

The

side of the House in regard to their
plea for expenditure on the one hand
and economy on the other. It scems
to wme thai this has become a sort
of uvrthodox religion. [ cannot speak
from my own experience, but from
following the debates which have taken
place in this House for many years I
have always found that no matter what
pariv wus in power the other fellow
urged that it was always doing wrong, a
general evy was always thrown out that
the Estimates were extravagantly formed,
and at the same time everybody growled
at the Government for not spending
money. The whole thing amounts to
this, that the Government are not ina
position to spend what they do not
possess. Every Opposition, for years I

the Government for lavish expenditure
on the one hand, whilst on the other it
has condemned them for economies they
bhave made.

Me. Tavieor: The economies are in
the wrong wayv.

Memser: e has a lot in the Swan,

Mer. GULL: T bave nothing.

Mz. Scapnax: I will show you later

© on what you have.

will be very seriously taxed, and there- -

fore he was fu]ﬁlhng his duty in framing
his Estimates as carcfully as possible
with a view to keeping down his expendi-
ture to the lowest possible degree. In
connection with the revenue he is likely
to receive he has been foreed to face very
serious loss from diminution in the re-
turns from the Commonwealth. Also to
be considered is the lack of enterprise,
lack of investment, which has charac-
terised the past year, and which it seems
to me will characterise the vear to come.
We have lost the great revenue we used
to handle, and we must put up with the
consequences. We have been told that
the money not raised by the customs has
goue into the pockets of the people of the
country, and that consequently they are
in a belter position to carry additional
taxation, T think members will realise
geucrally that the living expenses in this
Western State are no better to-day than
they were five or six years ago; in faet I
believe that in many instances they arca
bit worse. Very little notice need be

Mr. GULL: No sooner does an
Opposition  get  into power than it
realises the responsibilities of office. The
mentber for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), who
was so keen in his striclures on the
Ministry the other night, and who urged
in regard to land tax proposals that the
plc.sent Governmeat snaved them or stole
them from the Oppositien, failed lament-
ably when he was in power Lo bring in

. that tax which he to-day saysis a religion

. of his own.

. regard t-

In connection with the land
tax, a great deal has beenr said with
that policy. It bas been
.Llle-red that Mr. Rason came into power
entnel\' opposed to land tuxation. I
know trom my own positive knowledge
that wus not a fuct.

Mz. Jouwsson: Wus he in favour of
land values taxation ¥

MR, Tavror: Let him go.

Mzr. GULL: I was going up for
election wt the same time. I was a

beginner at this business, und T muturally
gave very close attention to the remarks
that fell from the head of the Govern-
meut when he was making his policy
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speech; und I wost emphatically say
that Mr. Rason stated that he did not
intend during that session to place any
farther burdens of taxation upon the
people, but that be realised that in the
pear future fresh taxation would be
necessary, and that it would necessarily
fall on the lands,

Mg. Jornsox: Did he advocate land
values taxation or a tax on unimproved
values ¥

Mg. Scappan: Here
Minister for Mines said.

Mr. GULL; I do not care what the
Minister for Mines said. A question has
been raised as to the policy speech of the
late Premier, and I am m a position to
state emphatically that those were his

“views on that question.
with the Treasurer in having to introduce
a pestilent tax like the land tax ;-abso-
lutely a pestilent tax. I also sympathise
with the Premier, because I am satisfied
in wy own mind that under normal
conditions of affairs such as existed
during the last four or five years the
question of lwnd taxation would never
bave entered the Premier's head or that
of any member of the Ministry, Another
Place made various amendments. which

is what the
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I sympathise -

I may say are amendwents I sapported -

before they went to the other House. As
I said Lefore, a land tax is a pestilent tax,
but a tax which, if it is to be applied,
should be applied to every member of the
community, and I trust that these sug-
gestions from another pluce will be
adopted.

Mr. Trov: We will help you.

Mz. Unperwoon: We will do our
best.

Mr. GULL: The member for Subiaco
the other night levelled a charge against
the present Government for not bringing
down the Loan Bill. Certainly every mem-
ber in this House would be glad to know
exactly what the position is to be, exactly
how wuch or how little the Goverocment
are gomg to bring down. From my own
point of view I hope it will be a thumping
big Loan Bill, a good solid Bill. As
regards the loss of time, there has been a
most shocking waste of time during the
past two years, and although we have been
sitting many weeks [ am game tosay Tam
blaming one or two mewmbers on the
Opposition side for having been answer-
able for a week of it. (Interjections.) I

- boards.
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am answering the remarks of the member
for Subiaco. [ always notice that T get
more jnterjections  than most people,
whether interesting or not.

Me. Tavror: You look so pleased.

Mr. GULL: I do not mind. Then we
had the strictures of the wmember for
Kanowuoa, strictures in relation to which
one questions somectimes whether they
ure  tragedy or comedy. I think the
subject of the roads board vote one
of the most vital questions regard-
ing the policy of the Government. I
am glad to notice that the Minister for
Works reulises more to-day than be did
when be first took office the responsibility
of handlivg these works, and while I am
in accord with hiw that in mauy instances
bosrds have been given subsidies they
certainly were not entitled to, siill on the
other hand he must, and I am sure he
will, be careful in dealing with hoards
which bhave been newly created, and
which need a very large expenditure
necessary to open roads up. I cannot
help thinking that some system of classi-
fication of these boards is necessary;
also w classification with regard to their
roads. If these boards were divided into
first, second, and third class boards, and a
maximum and minimum given them in
each instance, the result would be satisfac-
tory both to the Minister and to the
There is one other point with
regard to these boards. Tf we are, as I
take it is to be the case, to go on develop-
ing this country by a policy of
railway extension and land settement,
we realise that this should have
been done out of revenue if pos-
gible, if the revenue had been available.
It is generally considered now that this
is a legitimate charge on loan funds; and
if it is legitimate to charge to loan rail-
ways for the development of agricultural
lands, then I question seriously whether

. it 1s not legitimate o draw upon loan for

opening up roads to feed those ruilways.
Me. Tavror: You do not collect a toll
on the roads as you do on the railways.
Mr. GULL: The roads enable pro-
duce to be brought to the railways, and
induce people to go out und take up land
which would otherwise be idle. As to
the remarks of the member for Kanowna
{(Mr. Walker) about the assistance lately
given to the Combine, I do not altogether

. agres that the assistance is given to the
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Combine wholly and solely, but rather | Treasurer und the Leader of the Opposi-

that it is given with o view to assisting
to settle a vexed question which wus
tending to bring about serious trouble
amongst the workers and the timber-
millers. But us regards the Combine
itself, I regret to say L fully believe the
Combiue iz a bad institution fur Western
Australia. It is an octopus that is
stretching out its tenlacles in every di-
rection. It is trving to monopolise every
line and side-line in the timber business.
Tt has recenlly launched into the firewood
trade in the Swan district—[Lasour
MemBere: Qh, oh!]—not only in the
Swan district, but in others, though of
the Swan district T speak with personal
knowledge. The Combine is undercubting
the men, and driving all the swall men
out; but as soon as the opposition is fro-
zen out. there is not the slightest doubt
that prices will hnwediately be raised
once more. Moreover, for many years it
has been the custom of the Government
to issue cutters’ lcenses for firewood.

charcoal-burning, and so forth; and i

has always been held that the licensees
were entitled to cut over the Combine's
concessions on the Canning; and the
Combine has never until recently
attempted te block such cutting. The
head of the Forestry Department has
.nformed me he still holds that the
licensees are entitled to cut on the Com-
bine's land; bat lately these men have
been summoned, and the cases aguinst
them dismissed. Aa appeal is now pend-
ing to the Supreme Court; and clearly the
men are not in a position to defend an
appeal by such a hedy as the Combipe.
If, as I believe, the men are within their
rights, I think it is obligatory on the
Government to see that they are protecied
to see at all events that this question is
settled and not allowed to remazin open;
for the result will undoubtedly be inimi-
cal to the men if some action 1s not taken
to support them, as they cannot afford to
ficht out the quarrel. Just one word or
two more on the subject of Federation,
which was introduced in this debate by
the member for Subiuco (Mr. Daglish) ;
and T do not intend to dwell on it at any
length, though it is very near t0 me, and
especially important in my estimation,
because I shall later on have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with it at greater length.
I am pleased indeed to find that both the

tion (Mr. Bath) have returned from their
trip to Melbourne much disillusionised,
realising that at all events from the heuds
of the Bustern States Governments they
have veceived very little svmpathy and
assistance in working out the problems
now pressing on our atiention. I am
pleased indeed that Sir Jobn Forrest has,
by his speech at Newcastle, drawn the
Easterners into giving a solid expression
of their opinions.

Me. Trox: And they have hit back,
too.

Mr. GULL: T do not care whether
they have hit back.  Sir John Forrest is
quite capable of taking care of himself,
and I wm not here to defend him; but
am glad that his action has ut all events
wiade those people show their hands.

Me. Bwinag: South Australians, for
instance.

Me. GULL: Yes. I shall quote the
remavks of the Premier of South Aus-
tratia :—

He wounld say this to Sir John Forrest: that
so long ag he (Mr. Price) was in power, Siv
John would never get the Kalgoorlie line con-
structed until he syreed to make the line irom
Pine Creek to Godnadatta.

At last we have a straight.out opinioun
from Bouth Australia. For years past it

. has been a question of shilly-shally with

that State. We could not get from its
politicians an expression of their real
feeling in the mwatter of the railway; and
L am pleased that Sir John Forrest’s
remarks have drawn forth such a reply.
T hold no brief for Sir Johu Forrest. To
many of his uctions in respect of Fadera-
tion I stronglv object.

Mg A J. Witson: I remember vour
dewling trenchantly with him on one
cecasion,

Meneer: When he was in Melbourne.

Mer. GULL: I will deal just as tren-
chantly with him here as I dealt when e
wag absent; but we shall have another
opportunity of discussing this matter,
and [ do not intend any longer to delay
the Committee. When that guestion
cames up, as come up it will, I shall
have something more to say.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
I Qo not propose to vecapitulate the
varions facts and figures brought Lefore
the Committee by the Treasurer in a very
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clear and lucid Budget Speech. I regret -

I was unable to be preseut during its
delivery, but I understand it was an
effort worthy of the occasion and worthy
of the man. The charge made by several
Opposition speakers against the present
Gavernment bas hecn largely based on
the allegation of a certain degree of laxity
in our awdministration. When the Rason
Government took office, I may say at the
request of the gentlemen opposite.
Ministers set out as far as possible to
live within their means.

Mg. Tavror: And made a very poor
fist of it.

Tar PREMIER: I think I shall be
able to prove to the hon. mcmber that
they achieved their object. Our pre-
decessors in office (Labour Government),
notwithstanding that they started the

vear with a eredit balance of £83,364. .

fimished with a deficit of £46,000, haviny
spent £129,000 more than they received,
although they received £1,028,000 from
the Commonwealth revenue as againsi
£873,000 received last year. In addition
to that, they had a considerably smaller
amount to find by way of interest, the
interest bill for that year being some
£57,103 less than for the present year.
The deficit when the Rason Government
took office had increased to £108,000;
the deficit at the end of the year was
£119,900, the expenditure having ex-
ceered the revenue during the 10 months
the Rason Government were in office by
about £11,000, So as a matter of fact
the Rason Government spent practically
£1,000 per month more than they
received, as agaimst the £10,000 per
month which the preceding Government
expended in excess of what they received.
Mg, Warger: The Rason Govern-
ment saved by stopping public works.

public works. but by careful and economi-
cal administration, and close supervision
of the spending departments. I can give
vou gome instances of that economy. I
am not talking without my book. The
Leader of the Opposition did not consider
it sufficient to adjust our expenditure
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years. That would have meant either
retrenchment of a most violent kind, or
increased taxation. We have recognised
the necessity of imtroducing increased
laxation. Tu 1898 the deficit was some-
thing like £502,000, as stated by the
member for West Perth (Mr. Illingworih)
in his address the other evening. The
present Government did not wish to
exhaust all avenues of taxation; and the
form of taxatiou which cowmended itself
to Ministers was a tax on unimproved
land values. I do not propose to state
again how many membersof the Govern-
ment supported this tax, but it is a tax
which I bave supported ever since I first
enfered this House, and one on which 1
was elected, and one which was proposed
by the James Governwent at the general
elections some fwo years ago. In any
case, if the deficit is still in existenmce at
the end of the current year, and if those
members who are so much enamoured of
an income tax are willing to contribute to
the Treasury through that channel, I
presume that at the end of the termn the
Treasurer and the Government will not
have any objection to collecting an jucome
tax. One of our reductions has been in
muunicipal subsidies, which have been
reduced by 20 per cent.; but I should
like to point out tu the member for
Murchison (Mr. Holman) that in these
subsidy reductions provision is made
whereby muunicipalities in the earlier
stages of their history receive double the
sums granfed to older municipalities,
while we provide that the various muni-
cipalisies shall be graded; and whereas
the average municipality, such as Albaay,
Northam, Bunbury and Geraldton, has
been receiving 23s. for every pound
raised by rating, it will, after this reduc-

. tion, actvally receive pound for pound,
Ter PREMIER: Not by stopping '
- at the rate of ls. 6d. in the pound,

with a view to keeping within our revenue,

bul was apparently anxions to wipe ouf
the deficit at one fell swoop. 1 maintain
it would be a false move to endeavour to
wipe out in ome act a defieit which has

provided it is prepared to tax itself

the maximum provided under the
existing Municipalities Act. Our main
object was to economise in our Stafe
expenditure so as to provide foer the
State t6 live within its means. In sup-
port of that contention I will endeavour
to quote a few fucts which are apparent
in the present Estimates, if members are
prepared to study them. Ton the Lands
Department, without going into details
which T shall have an opportunity of

been accumulating for practically five | doing av a later period, notwithstanding
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the extraordinary expenditure incurred 1
during the last year by the classification |
of lands, by survey before selection and |
other expenditure which as a rule does
not grop up in the financial vear, we have
spent £12,180 less than was voted, and
£17,545 less than the previous year;
while T hope to be able to carry out the
work of the department this year for
£1,280 less than the cost of the past
financial year. Although the revenue of
the department has gone up from
£177,308 in 1904-5 to un estimated
revenue of at least £225150, the ex.
penditure in 1904-5 was £136,123 with |
a revenue of £177,309, ugainst at the '
present time an expenditure of £118,578 '
with a revenue of £225,150. 1 am !
hopeful that the land revenue, notwith-
standing that the member for West Perth
considers the Treasurer's estimate rather
optimistic, will be considerably in excess
of that which was stated by the Trea-
surer. In fact the recent return we had |
of the sale at Sandstone was a matter
which had not entered into our calcula-
tions. The 83 blocks at Sandstone
brought something over £14,000, and of
this amount 10 per cent. is paid by way
of deposit and the balance in four equal
quarterly instulments, so that there will
be about £8,000 received from that |
lacality alone during the financial year.
I propose to effect certuin econowmies in
connection with this department, but
as members are aware, under the
Public Service Act 1t is very diffi-
cult indeed to effect economies. In '
some instances, where the DMinister
may find he is able to do without the
rervices of some officers, it costs as much
sor the superannuation allowance, or
father it costs as much to getrid of a -
man as to keep him on,

Mz. Troy: The Pablic Service Com-
sioner advocated your getting rid of your
clerk.

Tz PREMIER: I objected tothat,and
I do not propose toget rid of that officer.
I think the Minister’s clerk is an official
that any one with the expericnce of a Min-
ister, especially Minister for Lands, must
recognise is absolutely essential. The
Mianister for Lands must have a mun
capable of dealing with the various land
questions, otherwise it would mean that
theMinister would not he able to get out of
his office at all, with the volume of work

[ASSEMBLY.]

. the Minister has
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in the department at present. [Me.
Scappax: He isu good officer.] One of
the best in the department. I hope
later on that he will have an opportunity
of taking a higher position. I was never
an advovate of 1he Public Service Act,
but Lwm prepared to give it a trial for a
vear or two; though under that Act
not the power he
should have. The Minister cannot recog-
nise the merits of any officer, nor can he
get r.d of the drones. That is the diffi-
culty under the Act. The only oppor-
tunity the Minister has to retrench is to
wait until officers leave or die, and then
he can transfer other officers instead of
making new appvintments. That is my
expervience in the few mouths I have had
of Ministerial office, ae the only way in
which economies-can be effected. We
have effected one sbyht economy, and
thut is in regard to the position of clerk
o the Executive Council. We have
fonnd that it is possible to do without
the services of that officer, and to utilise
the services of the assistant clerk of the
Legislative Council. We find that by
this means we arve able to save £450.
Me. Scappan: More pitehforking.
Apparently the officer was pitchforked

© into the position he now oceupies.

Tur PREMIER: It is practicaliy an
office in the gift of the President of the
Legislative Council, but the Government
have utilised the services of the clerk and
saved £450, though we have to provide
for the superannuation allowance of the
official who recently occupied the position
of clerk to the Execusive Council.
Another forin in which we propose to
reduce expenditure to a considerable ex-
tent, to the estent of at least £600a
year, 18 in regard to the telephone ser-
vice. We found after inquiry that there
were many officers in the Public Service
who not only hud telephones to their
rooms, but had private telephones for
which the Government have been paying
for the lust few vewrs. 1 made it my
duty to send a circular to each Minister,
asking him to institute inquiries as to
how many of these public service
officials had private telephounes, and to see
whether it would he pussible by a system
of telephoucttes to considerably veduce
the expenditure in regard to telepliones
alone; and I find, after going info the
matter very cavefully, that we can reduce
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expenditure in that direction alone by °

something over £600 per annum. These
are matters which take s considerable
time to arrive at, and it is only after
careful inguiry that one is able to judge
that these are economies that can be
effected. I can only say that the Govern-
ment  have endeavoured, and will ¢n-
deavour, to exercise economy in adminis-
tration wherever it is consistent with
efficiency.

Me. Scappav: You want to go into
the question of gold passes.

Tee PREMIER: That really is
economy, but still it is only out of one
pocket into another. In the case of
telephones we have to pay for the service
to the Commonwealth Government. I

‘recognise that the matter of railway passes -

15 one well worthy of being inquired into,
aund that it is questiomable whether the
privileges extended by these very passes
are not on some vccasions abused. In
the Colonial Secretary’s Department we
propuse 1o go in for an amalgamation of
the Health and Medical Departments to
save something like £2,000 a year, with-
out impairing theefficiency of the depart-
ments.

Mz. Troy: You stuliify the factories
work, because the factories inspector can-
not carry out the work.

Tue PREMIER: Why not? Because
he has two much to do?

Mr. Troy: Yes.

Tae PREMIER: I am informed that’

the efficiency of the depurtment will not
be affected. Ip the two principal
departments, the medical and bealth, the
officials at the head of the departments
recognise that o saving can e effected by
an amalgamation.

Me. WaLker: But not with the same
efficiency.

Tae PREMIER: That is a matter of
opinion,

Mg, Watger: Not with the head of
the department you will now have.

Tue PREMIER : The position is that
we have two officers of departments who
recognise that amalgamation can be ef-
fected without impairing efficiency. The
question then is, which of the two officers
is to tuke precedence, all things being
equal. The President of the Central
Board of Health has all his experts under
him, and he is an administrator more
than an expert.

. in one direction or another.
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Mre. Warker: You will have the wrong
man to administer the department.

Tae PREMIER : That is where 1
differ from the hon. member. The Chief
Medical Ofticer will make an efficient and
economical administrator. If he had
been retired, in uny case it would bave
entailed o superannuation allowance of
something under £600 per annum, as
wgainst the nominal sum which the other
gentleman will receive if be is not pre-
pared to accept the proposal made to him
by the Colomal Secretary to carry on the
position of district medical officer and
cOTOner.

M=z. H. Browx: Why not abandon
the Contral Bourd of Heawlth? A big
suving is possible there.

- Tue PREMTER. : Ministers when deal -
ing with the different departments will
have an opportunity of giving the Com-
mittee the fullest details in connection
with the vurious departments they have
under their contrel. [ can only say that
bardly a week goes by without the
Government applying the pruning knife
During the
debate the "Creasurer was twitted with
his connection with day labour and con-
tract. The Government have done a
considerable amount of work depart-
mentally, and they bave done the work
considerably under the price at which it
was tendered for. If the Governwent
have done nothing else they have initiated
a policy of econvmic railway construction,
which they can very well be proud of.

Mrk.Scappax : Youhave not initiated it.

Tre PREMIER: We have initiated it
so far as Western Australia is concerned.
When T made my speech in connection
with the three Railway Bills which were
introduced last year, I was laughed at
for the figures I quoted.

Me. TavLor: You were supported by
the Opposition.

Tae PREMIER: 1 was supported by
some members, but other wmembers
ridiculed the idea and said it would not
be possible to build these railways at
under £1,400 a mile. The mewmber for
Mount Margaret, if I recollect, said it
wus all very well for me to quote these
figures, but ther would not he borne out
by some other Minister who spoke.
However [ said :—

T have had a littie experience in regard to

. these railway lipes, both in surveying and in
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regard f{o construction, and T will give my
outside estimate for these items. I am guing
to give figures so that members, if they desire
to criticise me, will know where I have made
a mwistake in arriving at an estimate in con-
nection with the construction of these lines.
The details would be as follow :—Surveying,
£10 per wile ; clearing, £10; forming., £100;
sleepers, that is laying with jarrah sleepers,
£200; rails and fastenings, 45lb. rails, £630—
members will know that guite recently there
has been a jump in the price of rails, and that
is allowing for the higher cost (£630);
bridges, culverts, £100; plate-laying, £30;
total, £1,100 per mile.

I said that the 70 odd wiles of ruilway
would be built for vuder £80,000, and
that has heen proved to be correct. On
Saturday last I had the opportunity of
running over the first of these railway
lines to be constructed and completed,
and it is & credit not only to the
engineers but also to the supervisors who
were respousible for thoserailways. And
we find that after thir work has been
completed the whole work has been done
for something like £20 per mile under
the estimate of the Engineer-in-Chief.

M=r. Hornnan: And pretty good work.

Tahe PREMIER: Very good work;
but let me tell members that the position
is that we took the place of the con-
tractor, and the State got the benefit of
the amount that was suved. The whole
of the work was sublet to contractors—
the whole of the forimng at from 7s. to
10s. per chain, and even ai that price
none of the men engaged on the work
made less than £s. a day, and soma of
them made as high as 15s. » day. Mem-
bers will recognise that as far as the
Treasurer is concerned, he reed not be
afraid of being associated with work of
such a character, which has been carried
out so economically,

Mgz. Corrier: But he does not believe
in the system, all the same.

Tug PREMIER : What is the systewm ?
We sublet, instead of the contractor. Tt
is contract work, but the State is the
contractor and the State sublets instead
of the contractor. The whole thing is
contract work; but instead of being let
in one big contract, the Government lel
a number of small contracts and get the
profit that the contractor otherwise would
make. If the Labour Government had
carried out these works on the same lines
we would have had o larger number of

[ASSEMBLY )
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capital cost than we have at the present
time.

Me. Tavror: We did not bring down
the Bills to construct the lines, remem-

. ber.

progressive

Tae PREMIER: You did uot bring
down any Bills to construct anything at -
all. No work was initiated by your
Guvernment.

Mg. Tavror: We cutried out the work
successiully,

THE PREMIER: I am glad to see the
members so enthusiastic about bringing
down 5 bold, vigorous publi works
policy, because they will bhuve an oppor-
tunity of sapporting a bold, vigorous
pulilic works policy next week. Members
need nob be ularmed.  ‘L'he Loan Author-
isation Bill which will be submitted on
Tuesday next will be comprebensive as
far as the works contatued in the schednle
are concerned, and it will be an evidence
of the confidence the Government have in
the future of the State, realising that a
bold policy of departmental expeunditure
is essential at the present time. Wehave
to choose at the present time between
stagnation and developwent, and every-
one who has the best interests of Western
Aunstralin at heart must line themselves
on the side of that policy which has for
its object the opening up of our great
resources and great iudustries. The
member for Mt: Magnet said that no
public works policy was
initiated by the Government or their
predecessors. T would like to inform
members that three lines of railway were
brought down in the face of considerable
opposition last session.  No time has
been lost in giving effect to the wishes of
the country in regard to the construction

" of those lines.

miles of rutlway constructed at a less

M=z. Hotaraw: 1 said the country did
not want the lines.

Tae PREMIER: I do aot kpow
if they did uot want them, hut they are
looking fur a good deal of the same natire,
Every wmember on the Opposition side
was i favour of the particolar line that
received the most criticism—the Kutan-
ving-Kojonup line. They were prepared
to accept one line, and that one line was
the Kalanning-Kojouup Railway,

Mr. Scappan: Absolutely inaccurate.

Tue PREMIER: I am savnrised that
the member should make such a stute-
ment.
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Tae CHATRMAN : I must insist that ' road. Take the Katanning and Kojonup

members shall not interject.
Me. Tavyror: We cannot gwallow that
though.

THe CHAIRMAN : Members will have

an opportunity of replying.

Tee PREMIER: The hon, member
wanted us to delay the Bills for another
session.  What sort of cry would mem-
bers have had against the Government if
we had not dealt with the Bills? The
survey of some of the lines was com-
menced in February last, and one line is
absolutely compieted—the Goomalling-
Dowerin line—and the remaining lines
will be completed before Christmas; so
that the whole work has been carried out
within 12 menths of the authorisation by
Parliament—a very good record, and one
which the Government are proud of. The
member for Subjaco complained at the
counsiderable delay in bringing down the
Loan Bill. It was rather rich as far as
that member was concerned, considering
that the only Loan Bill he brought down
caine before the House on the day prior
to the prorogation of Parliatment; so I do
not think he has much to complain of so
long as we hring the Bill down within
the next month.

Mr. A. J. Witsox: That does not
justify you in following his example,

The PREMIER: It does not jus-
tify the member eriticising the (tovern-
ment on that, 1 believe the Government
of which Mr. Guardiner was Trea-
surer brought down the Loan Bill
the day on which Parliwment
rogued.
referred to the fuct that the grants
to roads boards were being reduced.
I would like to draw the member’s atten-
tion to the fact that if we ure spending
large sums of money in building railways
it necessarily follows that we cannot spend
as much on the various roads in these
districts.

How, F. H. Presse: The railways are
ne use without the roads.

Tue PREMIER: Let me finish. [t
means that the roads boards are relieved
of the maintenance of those roads which
are running parallel tu the railway. Take
the Katanning-Kojonuyp line.

Mg. Warker: What about the roads
in my distriet ?

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member

—_— —— -~

pro- .
The member for Katavning -

has a railway running right alongside the

roads bourds, those bodies will not have
to spend as much money in support of
their main roads as they have done up to
the present time, and the revenue can be
expeaded in opening up other avenues in
providing feeders to the railway. I you
have the railways vou cannot have the
roads.

Hox. ¥F. H. Presse: I cannoi agree
with you on that.

Tae PREMIER: The hon. mamber
has gol his railway now. Tun regard to
the ¢riticism indulged in as to the reduc-
tion of timber freights, the momber for
Subiace stated that he would heinterested
to know whether the reduction revently
made in tho timber freights weuld mean
that the timber would huve to be carried
over the railways under cost price. The
cost of running at the present time is 5s.
6d. per train mile, and that will mean 50
per cent. profit ou running the timher on
the basis which we have reduced the
freights to, while the reduction in wharf-
age 15 really w royalty. That is all it
practically amounted to. The Commis-
sioner received 2s. 6d. for taking a
load of timber one mile over the rail-
ways, und he ecould practically run
it for about 2d. a load. We reduced
the wharfage 1s. 8d. In Queensland
there is absvlutely no whartage charge
made. The Government were perfectly
justiied in making the reduction, more
especially in view of the fact that the
select conmittee which was appointed by
the House were unanimous in their idea
that a rednetion should be made on the
treights for timher. The Government
uppointed a special board to inquire
into the question of giving additional
facilities to sawmills, and as to the
advisability of reducing the Ereights, and
as @ result, the hoard recommmended that
the Government should bhe asked to
reduce the wharfage. and at the same
time to reduce the freights which were
being received at that time on the export
of timber. TIn addition a wotion was
carried in the House. Although it geper-
ally dealt with the question of freights
in regard to all kinds of produce, the
discussion resolved itself eventually into
the advisability of reducing the freights
on timber or otherwise. That question
was debated at length by members on
both sides of the House, and the motion
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wias carried without o division, to the
effect that it was desirable some relief
should be given to our varions industries.

Me. Scappan: The Govemment didl
not give relief tv the people in the State
who used the timber.

Tre PREMIER: Before the vedue-
tion was made, a ring confrolled the
timber market, and of its own accord
it brought the price of timber down

10s. Would the Governmeut,in the face of -

that, have been justified in waking any
reduction? I think the Goverument

would have been foolish in the extreme .

to make any reduction. We were en-
deavouring to build up as far as possible
an export trade, and the difference which
existed u few weeks ago if it had been
continued for a month would have meant
that the amount which the Government
gave as o rebate in timber would have
been eaten up by the loss which the rail-
ways would have entailed by the
fact of the mills closing down. In
addition to that it meant something
like £2,000 a day going out of
wirenlation, and something hke 2,000
men being kept out of employment. ‘T'he
Government were justified, in view of
the fact that they were supported on
all hands, by a motion of the House, and
by the request of the representatives of
the
thronghout the State, asking that some
relief should be given, and this was not
restricted to the Cowlbine. There arve
other mills i addition to the Com-
bine which are affected by the reduc-
tion, although the Combine 1s affected by
between 60 and 70 per cent. of the
reduction. There are Ellerton Brown's
mill and the Kirrup mill that will
receive a considerable amount of relief.

Me. Warxer: That is dead against
Fou own opinion when you were on that
conmission.

Tre PREMIER : What is ?

Mpr. WarkeEr: The statement you
make now encouraging the export trade.
Tare PREMIER: T encourage the

export trade at present for the reason .

that if there were some other avenue in
which the men could be emploved, 1
would not let the timber go at the same
price.

Mr. Warker: Take over your own
timber forests, then.

[ASSEMBLY.]

boards and the different bodies
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Tae PREMIER: What difference
would that make if you have not the
market P

Mr.
works.

. Tee PREMIER: It is the market we
i have to look to. Other Governments
[}
|

WaLkeR: Start other public

are sending ambassadors throughout the

Eastern countries to do all they can to
. encourage trade, and I maintain we acted
wisely in making the reduction we did.
d[thOllgh I say the timber at the present
time is being sold too cheaply. T only
wish we were able to have other avenues
of employment for the men. If so we
would not go cut of our way to encourage
the timber being sold at the present

rice.

Howx. F. H. Piesse: It is because we
liave to come into competition with the
world.

Tue PREMIER: Yes. Our kard
forests have not been touched up to the
present.  We have these in reserve, and
the timber will be used in a few vears
time. People are beginning to know the
value of karri. Shipments have been
sent home, and trucks and waggons and
railway stock generally have been built
by various companies in the old countrv ;
and 1t has been shown that the karri is
an excellent timber for this purpose. The
karri will assuredly take its place in the
future. It is one of the best timbers for
railway rolling-stock counstruction; but
it requires a considerable time before we
| can get a product of that kind on the
market. [Mr. GoLr interjected.] As
* far as the Combine are concerned, they do
* not hold any karri forests at all.

Mg, GuLr: They have karri forests at

+ Albany.

Tae PREMIER: They have prac-
tically no karri at all.  The Albany mills
are closed. The Comhine have a small
area, only 14 or 15 wiles cutside I{arri-
dale towards Busselton. The question
that the Leader of the Oppasition raised
as to Ministers buving support by giving

© grants to roads boards is unworthy of
him and the position he occupies. I
hardly think we should treat a statement
of that kind seriously.

Mr. Herrmaww @ Tt is still true.

Tae PREMIER : Some members are
. very brave inside the House. They
. make statements which they would be
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ashamed to make when outside this
Chamber.

Me. Herrmaxy : Took at the Estimates
year after year.

Mr. WaLEER:
mantle roads are getting,

Tee PREMIER: I suppose they will
get about the same as the Kanowna roads
board will gei.

Mr. WaLger: No.

Tae PREMIER: They have sandy
tracks to build over. while at Kanowna
there are clay roads. Whalever the
tanlts of the Government may be, we are
determined to administer the affairs of
the country with clean hands.

Mr. Honmax: And smiling faces.

Tre PREMIER : A lot has been said
in regard to the tax on wnimproved land
values. I do not propose to go into the
guestion of who was theabsoluteoriginator
of this tax. I would, however, like to
compliment the mewmber for Subiaco
{Mr. Daglish), although he is not present
to-night, on the careful attempt he made
to analyse the Estimates with a view to
pointing out the sins of the present Ad-
ministration and the virtues of his pre-
ceding Administration.

Mg. Trov: Be did not leave you u leg
to stand on,

Tre PREMIER: I did not have the
pleasure of hearing the hon. member’s
remarks, but I carefully perused the
newspapers, and I did not see thers any
statements which require replymng to.
The member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
also bitterly attacked the Government on
the fact that thev did not bring down the
Loan Bill before Mr. James left London.
How the question of My, James's leaving
Tondon is going toaffect the money market
I do not know. As he left London at a
time when the discount rate was at some-
thing like 6 per cent., I do not think it
would have been an opportune fime to
bring down a loan; and the present
Agent. General, with his advisers, is quite
able to place the matter on the market. if
the Government decide to go on with
this loan. Tn conclusion I should like
to congratulate the Treasurer and the
Leader of the Opposition on the gallant
fight ther made against such big odds in
the Eastern States at the recemi coufer-
ence. [Mewssers: Hear. hear] The
points raised by hoth those gentlemen

should have had the effect of letting

[30 Ocrtorer, 1906.]
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the people of the Eastern Siates know
exactly how Western Australian stands
in this connection. The reasons they

had for objecting 1o the resolu-
tions adopted by the conference will
be published as an addendum to

the report recently issued; and these
have already been forwarded to Mel-
bourne. I can only, in conclusion, state
that Ministers are not sparing themselves
i their endeavours to secure economy
with eficicney. and their efforts in this
direction I feel sure will he appreciated
by u majority of members on both sides
ot the House.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
do zot propose to deal with the Estimates
at any length this evening, because 1 will
have un opportunity of dealing with each
item. Auod wy desire to deal with each
item is largely due to the way in which the
Estimates have been brought duwn. 1find
on careful perusal of the Works vote for
roads and bridges that the Government
have very carefully indeed devoted
whatever money is available to be ex-
pended from the revenue of this State in
that particular to those constituencies
represented by Government supporters.
[ want to challenge the Government to
show to me any items on thouse estimates
for the constituencies represented by the
Opposition. 1 want to sav here that
those estimates are the greatest exhibi-
tion of placation I huve ever seen since T
have been in Parliament.

Mr. WaLEeEr: Works promised the
Opposition side omitted.

Mr. TAYLOR: Ministers of the Crown
have travelled through my electorate
during the recess and have heen good
enoungh to promise to the mayors and
councillors at civic receptions to place on
the Estimates votes for their mubici-
palities, in some stances amounting to
£200; but I bave failed to find themn
here. 1 bave been written to by the
town clerks of those towns, asking me to
support those items when thev reach this
House on the Estimates, having heen pro-
wised by Ministers, but they are not here.
As T have said before, I have no desire to
deal with the Estimates at any length to-
night. I shall have ample opportunity in
that particular during the Committeestage
on the Estimates. But I canoot help
making a {ew remarks with reference to
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the revenne of £60,000 contemplated to
be received from the land tax. T have
listened patiently to hon. members; and
I believe, to be fair to hon. gentlemen
who grace the Treasury benches, there
are about two, there way be three, but I
believe there are two, who believe 1n a
lund tax. But I have yet to learn that
they believe in taxation on unimproved
land values. I have read the specches of
Government supporters during their
campaigns. A few of them pointed out
to their electors that they were in fuvour
of a land tax.

Mr. Scappan : The Minister for Mines
himself was one.

Mer. TAYLOR: The Minister for
Mines referred to the subject; also the
members for Balkutts, Wast Perth,
Guildford (Mr. Rason when he was a
member), and Collie. [Memser: He
wag opposed to it.] The member for
Canning pointed out that be was opposed
to iand taxation; and the member for
Northam, the Honovary Minister, fought
his election on the question, opposing a
candidate who supported a tax on unim-
proved land values — [Meweer: Aud
without exemptions]—and he opposed
such a tax bitterly.

Tae Hoxorary MinisteR : I did not.

Mr. TAYLOR : Tt is only members on
this side of the House who know how
bitter the member for Nortbam can be.
I fully realise that.

TeE ATToRNEY (FENERAL : You realise
it?

Mer. TAYTOR: T have realised it
before to-duy. He fought his opponent
on that very plank.

Tae Honorary MiInisTER: Nonsense.

Mr. TAYLOR: And be pointed out
to his electors, “ If you return this mun
who helieves in unimproved land values
taxation, you will bring a calamity
upon the farming community in Northam
and in this country which they will never
get over.”  What a right-about-face !
Then members on the Treasary bench
take credit for initiating and bringing
down legislution to this House to which
they have no claim, and in which they do
not believe. I chuallenge any member on
the Government side of the House, bar
two or three, and the Minister for Works
is one of them ; I helicre the Premier is
another; but T am not sure with regard
tv the member for Kalgoorle (the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Attorney General), whether hLe specified
the particular class of land tax he
Eavoured.

Mer. Scappaw:
to clear that up yet.

Mer. TAYLOR: That is a matter
which is not eleared wp; but when you
are dealing with a legal gentleman vou
always know you have a difficulty in
trying to clear anything up. Isay I am
satisfied about two out of 35 whe sup-
ported uoimproved land values tazation,
but the rest of the Goverament supporters
opposed it bitterly, and then they say
this side of the House is not justified
when it eriticises them and accuses them
of stealing a policy. Whatever hou.
members may say with reference to this
side of the House being perhaps vo-
charitable in its criticisms, the country
as a whole knows the attitude of the
Government on this particular question.
Members themselves know it, and they
will have a difficulty in wriggling out of
their electioneering speeches on this
question. I challenge them te say they
advocated nnimproved land values taxu-
tion. The member for Wellington (M.
Hayward) is smiling. He knows L am
telling the truth. The member for
Wellington and land taxation! Tf the
member for Wellington spoke of land
taxation of any deseription, he would
faint. [Memper: The Treasurer is an
advocate.] I am reminded that the
Treasurer has always been an ardent
supporter of land values.

Mr. Scappax: VYes, of land values,
but not of the tax.

Mr. TAYLOR: Of unimproved land
values. 1 have known the hon. member
too long for lim to try to make me think
he eonscientiously believes there is justi-
fication for a land tax of any description.
{Interjection by Mr. Gurtn.] I am re-
minded by the member for Swan that it
is & matter of expediency. It is omly a
matter of expediency that the Govern-
ment hold their present positions, in any
case. I do net kuow whether the hon.
member supports them as a matter of
expediency ; but it looks mighty much
like it. Tn reference to the attitnde of
the Premier to-night with regard to those
railway lines that were hurried through
this Parliament in such a disgraceful
fashion at the close of lnst yession—

He has not been able
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MemBER: Supported by the Attorney
Greneral.

Mr. TAYLOR: And the Minister for
Works-—~I want to say that the Premier
was hardly fair when he accused this side
of the House as o whole of opposing the
principle of the construction of light
lines of railway through our agricultural
areas. This side of the House opposed
those lines on the ground of insutlicient
information, and that ground only. And
this side of the House will oppose any
other propositions which the Government
may bring down at such a late hour,
without sufficient information.

M=. Scanpaw: What about those on
that gide ¥
_-Mr. Herrmany: They have no voice
in it.

Me. TAYLOR : Notwilthstauding what
members on the other side of,the House
may say, since I bave been in Parliament
members on this (Opposition) side of
the House huave helped in every way to
pass legislation that will open up our
agricultural areas and our pastoral areas.
In regard to the telegrams read by the
Premier this afternoon from the expedi-
tion which has gone from Luke Way to
Hall's Creek, it was pointed out in the
old Parhiament that men had come
through that country with stock and had
given information to
members that water eould be obtained
and a stock route made through that
country. That was four or five vears
ago, so that 1t was nothing npew to
me for those telegrams Lo be received
by the Premier. I knew that all that was
wanted was for a party to go through in
order to make a proper stock route ; and
1 am pleased that my old friends who
went through with cattle did not inform
me incorrectly when they pointed out
that it was easy of access as far as water
was concerned.

MenBER : Who were they ?

Mg. TAYLOR: Thereare any amount
of them. My friends are not all pearl
divers. Witbh reference to the Premier
pointing out that this side of the House
supported the Katanning-Kojonup line,
which is the most eriticised to-day, we
did that, accepting the statement of the
member for the district, who poicted out
that it was justifiable, and so did the
member for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes).

We did oot support the line. We pointed

[80 Ocroper, 1906.]
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out that the Government were frightened
to bring down other proposals on which a
battle of the routes would tale place.
We pointed out that it was necessary
to take one of those lines, and secmne
rmembers on this side of the House
said they would not oppose that one line;
but thev would abject to the other two,
fuiling  farther investigation, farther
advice, further information.  Ithink some
members on this side made that stute-
ment. I have not refreshed my memory
from Hansard, but I do remember some
on this side of the House indicated it
would be sufficient to pass one of those

* Tines at that late stnge of the session and

with the scanty information provided ;
that we would accept T believe the
Katanning-Kojonup line, and that the
other two railway projects should be held
over until this session. I am pleased to
know that the Premier has had an oppor-
tunity of riding over one of the routes—
he did not say which—and that the work
has been satisfactorily carried out. The
method of construction is one which 1
hops the Treasurer will not oppose so
strongly in the future as he did in the
past. I refer to the fact that the line has
been constructed departinentally. The
Treasurer, I believe, takes some credit for
the work being carried out so expedi-
tiously. T do not think the present
Minister for Works had an opportunity
of dealing with this railway propoesition
until the work was partially finished. As
to these Estimates, I find on thelast page
a total of £62,000 which I do not know
how the Government can class as revenue
except by u stretch of ihe imagination.
On page 99 of the Estimates we find the
heading, ** Bale of Government Property
Trust Account—Proceeds of Sale of Ma-
terial, etc., Originally charged to General
Loan Fund and now Reappropriated.”
I take it this refers to the sale of property
purchased out of loan. That being so, T
fail to see how Ministers can make the
proceeds appear as a form of rvevenue.
I do wot suppose the Government
imagine that next year they will
bhave a similar amount of stock omn
hand that will realise £62,000. Tt
would be refreshing to kmow exactly
what this £62,000 represents. What
was the original cost out of loan of the
property sold by the Governmeni for
£62,000?7 With that £62,000, plus the
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£60,000 they expect to get from the land
tax, which will be a legitimate form of
revenue, though this £62,000 is not
legitimate

TeE Treasurer: It is not shown as
revenue.

Mz, TAYLOR: No;
spent as revenue.

TeE TREASURER: Tha,t is the mistake
you make.

Mr. TAYLOR: Does the Treasurer
say it will be dealt with as loan money ?

TeE Treasurer: It will be spent on
the works specified on that page of the
Estimates.

Mr. TAYLOR: Will it be spent and
accounted for as loan money or as
revenue ?

THE TREASURER:
does that make?

Me, TAYLOR: The Treasnrer says it
makes no difference: it does not make
any difference where the money comes
from so long as he has it to spend.

THE TreasURER: They are estimates of
expenditure with which you are dealing.

Mz, TAYLOR: I wish to point out
only that the Treasurer will bardly be
able to find an equal sum of money next
year from a similar source.

THE I'rEasvrer: He will not spend it
if he does not.

Mr. TAYLOR: No. Itis not neces-
sary for me to deal farther at this stage
with the Estimates. I do not know that
I should have made any observations but
for the continual harping of Government
gupporters on the attitude they have
taken up on land taxation. I wish
to challenge the statement of those
members opposite who say that they
supported 1n their huostings speeches
a tax on the unimproved value of land.
They supported a land tax, but not a tax
onunimproved land values, which is a
totally different form of taxation, That
is the position. T can read what
members said; and even the ex-Premier,
Mr. Rason, in his policy speech, a report
of which the Minister for Works ex-
tracted from the Press and handed to me,
did not say be believed in taxing unim-
proved land values.

TAE Minister vorR WorES: You have
accused him of being against any form of
extra taxation,

Mr. TAYLOR: Mewmbers opposite,
I repeat, have been against any form of

but it will be

What difference
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land taxation, but the closest approach
by any (Government supporter to land
taxation is a proposal to tax unimproved
land, not to tax unimproved land values,

Mrg. Gurr: Taxing unimproved lands
would be better than taxiog unimproved
values.

M=e. TAYLOR: I say thetax on un-
improved land values is preper and equit-
able, the most equitable tax we could
put on the land, and I question whether
some (Government supporters know the
difference. If they do they are very clever
in hiding their knowledge. And when
the Minister for Works pointed onb that
his ex-leader Mr. Ruson speecified three
forms of taxation, the Minister conveyed
to me the notion that Mr. Rason said in
his policy speech that he believed in a
tax on unimproved land valoes. But
when 1 analysed Mr. Rason's statement
I found it was the same old cry for a tax
on unimproved land.

Tee MinisTER For WorEs: ] made
that statement because I heard it said
Mr. Rason was opposed to any form of
increased taxation.

Mr. TAYLOR : Mr. Rason said in his
public utterances at the time he was op-
posed to uny farther taxation that year,
aud he believed there would be no neces-
sity for it, But he specified three forms
of taxation: on incomes, on the total-
isator, and on unimproved land. I rose
to point that out. I do pot want the
issue to be clouded with words. T wish
to challenge Government supporters. We
shall have an opportunity during the
next few weelks, at two elections, of de-
ciding the validity of the statements from
the Government side with reference to the
tax on unimproved land values. I shall
have ample opportunities for speaking
during the Committes stage.

Tee TREASURER (in reply): In
the course of this debate I have been
looking for some healthy, helpful criti-
cisms; something that would assist me
in concluding whether the Estimates I
have had the honour of presenting to this
Committee were just and equitabie, and
fairly well drafted. I find that ihis help-
ful criticism is largely missing from the
debate. It is certainly couspicuous by
its absence from the speeches of members
of the Opposition. However, it appears
to me that in the place of such criticisia I
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have had to listen, and T regret to say so,
to a tirade of abuse from the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Bath), ta the elo-
quent fulminations of the member for
Kanowna (dr. Walker), and to the
sardoni¢c wmisrepresentations, if I may
so term them, of the other [Leader
of the Oppesition, the mewmber for
Subiaco (Mr. Duglish), to say nothing
of the wail of cowurdice from the
wember for Guildford (Mr. Johnson).
Of course T must feel regretful that those
four leaders of the Opposition are appa-
rently  dissatisfied with the
placed before them. I should like on all
oceasions of this sort not only to please
my friends the Grevernment supporters,
hut to please members who sit opposite ;
for if there is one thing the Govern-
wnent are anxious at this juncture to per.
form it is to carry out a suecessful
financial policy in Western Australia,
However, I suppese it is natural to expect
that members will endeadour to find fault
with Estimates of this gort, and I can but
console myself with the refleetion thal
the public generally will be sutisfed with
the figures T have placed hefore the Com-
mittee. I had thought that my one
opponent who accompanied me to the
conference of State representatives in
Melbourne, the Leader of the Opposition,
would have shown alittle more gencrosity
in his rewarks; but I suppose the trip
across the Great Australian Bight and
the passage round Cape Leouwin had
something to do with disturbing lis liver;
hence the bitterness of some remarks that
fell from his lips. The gravamen of his
charge against the Government, if I
remember aright, was that we held our
positions by false pretences; and others
took up the parrot-cry. 1t echoed and
re-echoed through this Chamber that
Ministers held their positions by false
pretences; and when one interjected
“Why? Give some reason for the state-
ment,” the reply was taotamount to the
explanation that because we had not
wiped out the whole of the deficit by our
Estimates, we had broken our pledges to
the public and to the House. 1 desire
the Committee to remember, and T say
this in no bitterness of spirit, that when
we have had the finances drifting for two
ov three vears, drifting on through o
surplus inte 2 deficit and then into an
increased deficit, it is absolutely impos-

(30 Ocroner, 1906.]
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sible, unless we wish to paralyse the wosk
proceeding in the different State depart-
ments, to pull the finances together and
to put the country on the right track in
one year, We must gradually work our
finances round, as I have previously
explained to the House on tnore than one
occasion. We must first stop the in-
creasing deficit, stop the ebb tide; und
then we shall get our finances back into

. safe channels, and may hope to be able
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next year to make a large inroad on the
deficit that now appertainsto the Budget.
This year we have endeavoured to square
our expenditure with our revenue. I do
not profess to beinfallible, nor do I think
any other Minister would for a moment
support such a contention ; but Ministers
do profess and do hope that not only
members on our side but members in
Opposition will give us credit for an
honest determination and honest endea-
vour to square the finances so far as is
possible this vear. The Leader of the
Opposition reminds me of a small boy at
a Sunday school tea-meeting. The boy
was crying, and being asked by some
kindly lady visitor why he was crying,
said it was because he could not eat any
more. She asked him why he could not,
and he said he was full. She suggesied
that he might pocket some of the good
things on the table, but the boy still con-
tinued, to cry, and said that he could
not because his pockets were full also,
The Leader of the Opposition is erying
out becanse he cannot take the whole
deficit in one mouthful. I would like him
to bear in mind that all these things
require adjustment under a steady and
determined scheme. If we are to cut off
the deficit, such as we were left with last
vear, in one fell swoop, in addition to the
fact that we have to a great extent a de-
creasing revenue, then we must of neces-
sity starve those great departments upon
which so many of the citizens of our
State are dependent; and I think it
would be a bad policy aud a very weak
policy on the part of any Government to
have made it the first consideration that
they must wipe out all the deficit, in
order, as the Leader of the Opposition
said, to re-establish confidence and our
credit. At the same time that the
Leader of the Opposition advocated such
a scheme as this, a scheme which no
other (tovernment in the history of this
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State has been able to carry out, he ¢ried © meats which are provided by the Treasnry,

out for more expenditure from revenue,
and he forecasted that our action in not
having wiped out the deficit, whether we
had revenue or not with which to wipe it
out, would create a slump in Western
Anstralian stock and would probably be
the failure of future Western Australian
loans. Should such athing take place, let
me say with all due deference to the
hon. member and his friends that it will
be ovcasioned more by the pessimistic
utterances that they have allowed to fall
from their lips in this debate than by
any figures T have put before members.
If there is one thing that will injure the
credit of a firm or of a country, it is
pessimistic utterances decrying the con-
dition of the finances.

Me. Herrmanw: You were absolutely
pessimistic when the Labour Government
were in power.

Tug CHAIRMAN : Order!

Tee TREASURER: If there is ove
thing that will injure individuals or the
country it is for the individuals or
the representatives of the country to
decry their own financial arrangements.
Whereas on the one hand we have an
accusation launched against us by the
Leader of the Opposition that our ad-
justment of the finances is going to injure
the finances of Western Australia, on
the other hand we have an accusa-
tion by the second Leader of che
Opposition, that is the member for
Subiaco /Mr. Daglish), that the Esti-
mates have been framed and that the
Budget Speech was delivered move with
the object of borrowing money on the
most favourable terms than of putting a
true statement of the finances before the
Committee. That is to say, one Leader
of the Opposition aceuses me of framing
Estimates and delivering a Budget
Speeeh that will injure our credit, while
the other Leader of the Opposition
accuses me of having framed a Budget
Speech which is to help me to borrow
money on the London narket when that
time comes about. It will be interesting

to know what other leaders of that party

think about it. T for one am not
inclived to injure the finances of the
State by crying “stale fish” Would it
be right for me or fair for me with
the material at my disposal, with the
absolute accounts and figures and state-

if T had not framed my Budget Speech
on such favourable lines as they
warranted, wbich would establish the
credit of the State in London or elsewhere
when we want to borrow? My one
object is to show that this great country
is solvent in every respect; nay, that she
is more than solvent, that she can pay
many times over her liabilities, that her
assets are undoubted, and that any money
invested in our undertakiugs and publie
works is safely invested and likely to be
remuncrative aud payvable to those who
lend it.

Mg. Jouwnsow: Do not talk so mueh
and we will appreciate it.

Tre TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber has done nothing else but talk sinee
he bas been in the House, and he did
nothing clse when be was in the Daglish
Government. The only thing that Gov-
ernfent did was to “spend money on
works to which it was committed by
the James (Government. As the hon.
member kunows, there were many works
put in hand by the James Government
to which the State was committed. Asa
mutter of fact the [abour Governument
was bound to carry out those works.
If there had been no Ministers at all, the
works would have heen finished by the
departmental heads. On the other hand,
when the Rason Governmeot came into
office we initiated large public works which
now hon. members oppuosite are decrying.
We initiated those railways to which the
Premier has veferred to-uight, and we
initiated and have carried out works
more expeditiously than any works of the -
description have been carried out in the
State before; and wmore than that, they
have been carried out at a much less cost
than previous works of this description.

[Beveral interjectious from Labour
Members.]

Tue CHAIRMAN: Hou
must not continually interrupt.

Mg. Herrmany : Well, we cannol help
it.

Tug TREASURER : The member for
Subiaco made a fierce attack on the
Grovernment because we had the temerity
to carry out some legislation which he as
Premier had promised. I think le
referred to the totalisator tax, and he
referred in lengthy terms to the land
tax. I do not know why he should

members
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complain, or why he should find fault
with us for carrying outa policy which
he Uim:elf savs he recommended.
seems to me that if he
energy, or if he had noi the power, if I
may put it iz that way, to carcy out his
principles, he should be only too pleased
to see others come in and put those
principles into «ffect.
land raxation proposal of ours should
have been Lrought into effect last year,
and that if it had and we bad yained
£60,000 i revenue, the deficit would
have been £60,000 less. Of course that
goes without saying; bul I should like
members to remember that the
sesgion ouly lasted 21 dars. Menbers will
naturally admit rhat during the time we
had so much to do that it would have
been absolutely impossible 1o have carried
a measure of land taxation through soch
as we have carried threugh this House
during the present session.

Me. Borrox: You carried ihrec Rills
for spur railways.

Tue TREASURER : Certuinly. What
the country wanted at that Lime was to
relieve the stagnation which bad been in
existence for the previous 18 months.

(30 Oc¢roueRr, 1906.]
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the policy speech of the then Premier,
and iatroduced this year the taxation
promised by him?

Me. Jornsox: You did not.

Tue TREASURER: The hon. mem.
Ler should be able to prove his state-
ments. I atn sorry to say he did not
prove them when he was speaking.

Mr. Warger: Did not the hon. mem-

' ber oppose a land tax when speaking at

last

Busselton ?
Tre TREASTRER: I am talking of
the iate Prewmier's policy speech. The
hon, metmber should have been listeniog
to my remarks.
Mr. Herrarasw:

He did not miss

" much.

Tre TREASURER: No; and we would
pot miss much if the hon. member kept
quiet for five minutes. We had un attack
from the second Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the member for Svbiaco, on the
question of departmental versus cootract
work. This was backed up, of course, by
my friend the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker) reading some quotations from

* Huasard in connection with a speech I

What the public wanted was public .

works, and we immediately started them
as far as we could in the time at our
disposal, and we made a record in the
history of the State. Naturally, before
we introduced a measure for land tax-
ation, it was necessary for the Govern-
ment, newly in office, to he satisfied that
it was necessary to have that taxation.

Mg. Herrmaxy: You told the people
that it was not necessary.

Tre CHATRMAN: Order!

Tue TREASGRER : The Minister for

Works referred very fully and read to .

the House the speech of the late Premier
Mr. Rason, at Midland Junction I think
it was, when he declared that he did not
propose to impose fresh taxaiion that
vear, but he proposed first of all to
endeavour to see what reductions could be
made in  adwmivistration and what
economies could be put into force, and
then the following vear, if it were
necessaty. this taxarion would be intro-
duced. In the face of the public pro-
nouncement of the then Premier, is it
reusonable or fair for hon. members on
the opposite side of the House to take

* What is the position?

delivered on the subject of the Fremantle
wharves. i is passing strange that the
member for Subiace should claim that he
has a right to depart from his principles,
if be has any, in connection with this
matter—and I believe there were prin-
ciples connected "with his’ party, that he
had the right, and he rather gloried in
it, to carry out works either ldepartment-
ally or by contract, and that in every case
it would be perfectly justifiable on his
part and would be in the Lest interests of
the State: but because I had on different
oceasions advocated, as a general rule,
that contract was better than day labour,
I was not to have that similar right.
The position is
that the member for Subizco and his
friends were returned to power in this
State in 1904 on a platforin which in-
cluded as one of ils planks the depart-
mental construction of public works.
That platform, T believe I am correct in
saying, was sigued by that hon. member
and his colleagues. {Mr. Borrox: You
are not correet.]  Yet the hon. member
has the audacity to come here and twit
me because I have thought fit to do some
works departmentally when I found that
I could do them cheaper that way than

Mdinisters to task Lecause we carried out , by contract.
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Mg. Horax : The position was forced
upon you by our people.

Tae TREASURER: Nothing was
forced upon members. The wmember for
Kanowna quoted one speech. Let me
quote a speech [ made only 12 months
ago when referring to these light rail-
ways the Premier spoke of a short time
back. When discussing the estimate
for the construction of those railways—
let me here explain that two or three
times previously during the debate the
Leader of the Oppaosition had interjected
and asked me what wmy attitude was in
regard to departmental comstruction of
works—I said, in referring to the esti-
mate I was putting Lefore the House at
that time for the construction of those
railways, that I thought it was a cheap
proposal in the way of construction—that
was the estimate—but we were not going
to be satisfied with the estimate altogether.
We knew that certain railway contractors
had bheen making big songs about how
cheaply they could construct railway lines,
and I said that 1 proposed to give them
a chance. T satd that whether I was
wedded to contract or to day labour,
I believed in getting the cheapest job
for the State as I would for muvself.
and that if T could get the work done
cheaper by day labour, I was not soing
to give it to a contractor. Jf I could et
the work done cheaper by contract, I was
not going to do it by day labour, and
I concluded by saying that I thought
that answered the questions put hy
the Ieader of the Opposition. 1 think
that is a straighiforward attitude as to
these matters. 1 bave always contended
that our best systemn is to call for tenders
for jpublic works, and I contend that
to-night. 1 farther contend that it is a
wise course to pursue to allow the Public
Works Departinent to put in tenders in
competition with the tenders from
outside, so as to check them, and that
whatever system is best for the State
at the time we should adopt. I recog-
nised that on many oceasions myself in
private business, for I have carried oul
works of this description by my own men
and with my own supervisors, becanse 1
recognised that I could carry the work
out cheaper than by letting it by con-
tract. But that does not interfere xith
the general rule that you should call in
competition from outside contractors,
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and in that way get a better and more
economical job dowe. I may point out
that wembers themselves who are apt to
stand to o plank in a platform such as 1
mentioned, the departmental construction
of public works, when they want to get
work done for themselves, if they want
u house built or « trades hall built, how
often do thev get it done by day lubour?
Very seldow indeed.  As a rule you find
the very men whoavecrying out for depart-
wentul work n Government deparments,
when they huve worlk of their own, cull
for tenders, and tuke the cheapest tender
too. When I was in the Works Depart-
went I had the pleasure of calling for
tenders for u large undertaking in regard
to the extension of the Buubury harbour
works, which amounted tosowmething like
£60,000. I believe that was what the
tenders came to on un average. 'I'he
department tendered on that occasion,
and were abovae the contractors by some
three or four thousand pounds. The
contract was let, and the contractor is
now carrying out the work. On the other
hund, we called for tenders for the agn-
cultural lines, and the depurtment were
very much under the tenders put in.
There 1s very . little work in these con-
tracts. It was a question of sleepers.
There was very little formation indeed,
and u little hit of ¢learing. The job was
so simple and the work was especiully
adapted for departmental construction;
hence the reason why we have such a
clieap contract aud such cheap work
being carvied out as we have heard to-
night. 1 cannot help referring very
briefly—I do not want to weary the Coni-
mittee—to the fact, and T do this in justice
to the mewmber for Subiaco, that when
Premier Mr. Daglish, u]though nmore or
less wedded to a position of this descrip-
tion, let a contract for £40000 or
£50.000 for pipes. and by that mneans
established a lurge pipe-works at Subiaco
close to the railway station. He let o
because he said, when T interjected, that
no plant of this description was avail-
able. I knew that, and 1 Lknew farther
that when the contractors took the con.
tract they had ve plant. They had to
provide a foundry, and they had to erect
plant before they could proceed with the
work ; so that if he were so absolutely
wedded to this contract svstem as he und
the member for Guildford would lead us
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to believe, the plant would have bad to |
be purchased and the foundry erected. .
They would have had to purchasc o plant |
and carry out the work as the coutractors |
havedone. I contend that what the mem- |
ber for Subiaco did was absolutely best in ]
the interests of the State. He called for
tenders und found that he got a cheap
tender, und be had the courage to accept
the tender, and by that ineans established
large works, which I hope will be pros-
perous and a benefit to the State for many
years to come.

Mk, JorNsow : What did you have to
say when the pipe works at Fremautle
were started ?

Tue TREASURER: Tlere is onc
matter to which 1 would like to take
exception, and which sounded to me like
unfair criticistn.  The hon. member,
when referring to the Treasury items,
pointed out, as shown on the Estimates,
w saving of £303 in administration; but
he emphasised the fact that this was
counteracted by an incrcase in the taxa-
tion department of £3,000. I think he
might have gone farther and given us
credit for this being a new department.
This £3,000 is the estimated cost of col-
lecting the £60,000 revenue which we
hope to get from the land tax, if it passes
and becomes a iaw of the land. Itis a
new departure entirely, and will have to
be created for collecting the tax should
the Bill pass. Let me say in conclusion
that I am pleased to think that the very
generality of the attacks, the virulence of
some of the vemarks, and the fulmina-
tions of the deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition all go to prove, to my nind, that
these Estimates nre not so very far out
as members would lead us to believe.
They all seem to be rather complimentary
than otherwise, and I hope when we get
on to the details of the Estimates mem-
bers will

Mr. Herrsayy : Shake them up.

Twe TREASURER : Yes; will shake
them up to the best of their ability. The
hon. member is not very apt in shaking
up: he takes things too easily. When
we gel on to the Estimates in Committee,

I hope we shall pass them through as
expeditiously as possible. taking into con-
sideration the necessities in the ordinary -
course of debate. Irepeat that myoneidea
richt, throughout is not to mislead the ,

House in any shape or form; of that [
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hope I am incapable, although it has
been imsinuated. It is not my idea to
mislead the country, but o put the
finances of the State as justly and- as
legitimately as I can, according to my
light and judgment.

[General debate concludted ; Votes and

* Ttems discussed as follow.]

First vote (his Excellency the Gover-
nor)—put and passed.

Vote— Executive Council, £110:

Item-—Clerk, £75:

Mer. HOLMAN : The Premier hud said
a great saving was effected in the Execu-
tive Council vote by doing away with the
clerk. Previcusly the clerk was on the
civil list, but there was un item of £75
ot the Estimates for a clerk. How bad
the change taken place? He understoed
the clerk of the Legislative Council
performed the work of clerk of the
Executive Council. Whas that official to
receive £75 in addition to his salary of
£450 ¢ for it seemed that the salary as
clerk of the Legislative Council was
ample for the work he did.

TrHE TREASURER: A portion had been
expended,

Mr. HOLMAN : An explanation was
needed why portion bad been expended,
for the Premier said there was a saving
of some bundreds of pouuds in the
chauge which had been wade.

Trae TREASURER: The Usher of
the Black Rod npow carried out the
duties of clerk of the Executive Council
without estra pay; but the £75 was
used to pav the former clerk, and a
portion had already been expended.

Me. Horyan: How?

Tae TREASURER: The late clerk of
the Executive Council, Mr. Williams,
was on leave, and he was drawing hali-
pay to the 18th Oectober. Mr. C. Y.
Simpson was ncting clerk during his
absence. and drew £11 1ls. 9d. for the
time he was acting. Mr. Williawms
bad now been retired on a pension, and
a5 be had been receiving £350 salary
plus £75, and his pension was £191,
there would be u considerable saving.
Probably there was £30 or £40 of the
amount of £75 unexpended, unless it
would be necessary to give Mr. Parker
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some extra clerical ussistance during the
year.

Mr. HOLMAN: 8o long as assur-
athee was given that this item would not
appear on the next Estimates, he was
satisfied.

Mr. JOHNSON: The assistant clerk
of the Legislative Council was also clerk
of the Executive Council—was that so?
In that case, the assistant clerk of the
Council wag receiving bis sulury and in
addition received a certain amount as
acting clerk of the Executive Council.

TeE TrEAsURER: He was not getting
any extra.

Mr. JOHNSON: The £75 was to
pay Mr. Williwms, and Mr. Simpson
during the time he was acting ?

Tue Teasurer: That was so.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Legislative Council, £2,168 :

Ttem-—Clerk Assistant and Usher of the
Black Rod, £250:

Mr. SCADDAN : Before the appoint-
ment of Mr. Parker to this office, the
Public Service Commissioner wrote to the
President of the TLegislative Couneil
stating thut there were several officials
in the public service available for trans-
fer, who, if their services could not be
utilised shortly, would bave to be re-
trenched shortly. The Public Service
Commissioner suggested that some official
in the public service could be transferred
to the vacant position. There was no
reply to that, apparemly, A certain
gentleman outside the public service
altogether bad been appointed to the
position of Usher of the Black Rod, and
he (Mr. Scaddan) protested aguinst this
procedure. There were many officers, us
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pointed out by the Public Serviece Com- .

missioner, who were entitled to transfer,
and unless they obtained this position or
some other they would have to be rve-
trenched and would have to leave the
service. When vacancies occurred in
either House of Parliament, officers were
overlooked, because gentlemen outside,
probably in the favour of some particular
member, were pitchforked into the
positions.

Mg, Tavror: This man was doing some
work for the Government.

Mr. SCADDAN: Casual work, as far
as be could waderstand, and it was abso-

Voles and Iiems.

Iutely unfair to other officers of Parlia-
ment that they were overlooked. All
these positions were in the bands of the
President of the Council or the Speaker
of the Assembly, and that was unwise
and should not be permitted. We had
to provide the money from the Estimates.

Tue PREMIER: The Public Service
Commissioner drew the President's atten-
tion to this matter, but before that
minute was peuned by Mr. Jull the Gov-
ernment had already been in commnnica-
tion with the Commissioner and also
with the President. Practically the
Government had suggested that an officer
of the department should be appuvinted as
Usher; in fact one or two were mentioned
who they thought might fill the posi-
tion admirably; bot 1t was ruled that
this was an office practically within the
gift of the President, and it was his
right to wake the appointinent.  How-
ever, the appointment had now been
made, and he understood that the officer
appointed had very considerable legal
knowledge and was eminently fitted for
the position.

Mr. JOHNSON: As a protest, he

moved an amendment-—
That the item of vote be reduced by £1.

He did it owing to the utterance of the
Premier.  Apparentily we were called
upon to pass a sum of money for
positions that were in the gift of the
Presideat of another place. He distinctly
objected to that.  If we had to supply
the money, we should have a say in the
appointment of the officer. If there was
one. way to economise it was Ly trans-
ferring officers to vacancies of this
deseription.  There was no other way of
justly treating our public servants than
by simply transferring those available
when vacancies of this  description
ocecurred.  The appointment of someones
outside the public service was extremely
nnfair. It was a reflection on the per-
sons we bad round about our Parlinment,
and he distinctly objected to the Pregident,
of the Legislative Council or anybody
else casting a reflection on officers of this
Honse.  There were men in this House
and in another place competent to H1l the
position, and it was an absolute shame
that a gentleman was appointed from
outside who possibly had a little bit more
influence than the unfortunate officers
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employed in Parliament House. He had
every confidence in the ability of the
officers of the House to fill the position.

Mr. HOLMAN: TIf the amendment
had been to strike out the item he would
have supported it.  The time had cuine
when we should do away with Ushers of
the Black Rod. We could economise by
wbolishing a number of these funcy
billets.  He was sorry the bhon. member
did not move to strike the item out.

Mz, JOHNSON was willing to with-
draw his amendment.

Leave to withdraw refused.

M=z, HOLMAN would move that the
ilem le struck out altvgether. Let us
get the opiaion of the House as
whetber the time had not arrived Lo do
away with some of these positions.

Tee CHATRMAN: The amendment
already moved must be dealt with first.

M=z. A. J. WILSON was rather sur-
prised that the member for Guildford
should, under cover of a motion to reduce
this item hy #£1, for the purpose of
gratifying his desire to enter a protest
have seen fit to make imputations in
regard to this appointment which re-
flected far from honourably and credit-
ably upon the President of another place.
The hon. wember implied that certain
outside infuences had been bronght to
bear which were responsible for the
appointment of the gentleman who now
held the position. That was a very
serious charge to make.

Mg. Scappaw: Tt was borne out by

the' Public Service Coumnnissioner’s re-
port.
l Mer. A. J. WILSON: It was not
borne cut by that report, which had no
refurence whatever to the question of
outside influenve being brought to bear.
The whole of the officers in regard to
the Parliament of the State in no way
came under the control of the Public
Service Commissioner.

Mge. Heremaxy: They should.

M= A. J. WILSON: That was a
matter of opinion.  This presumably was
an appointment exclusively under the
control of the President of another place,
and unless we were prepared to sub-
stantiate our charges and accusations
of undue influence we certainly ought not
to make them, or to imply that undue
influenee had been brought to bear in
making that appointment. It had been
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suggested that the gentleman appointed
had some legal knowledgze. That must
necessarily be an advantage. If the
member for Murchison had any idea of
the work to be done in another place he
would recoguise that necessity existed for
this appointment. The appointment was
a good one, and he (Mr. Wilson) wus not
prepared to countenance even the mild
protest suggested by the member for
Guildford.

Ture TREASURER: We were entering
upon dangerous ground if we presumed
to dictate to the Legislative Council as to
what officers they should have. We
should strongly resent any interference
by the Council with the appoiutment of
any officer of the Assembly, and we

, ought to extend the sume courtesy to

them. Let us do away, if we liked, with
the Usher of the Black Rod, but we
should still have a clerk assistant: it wasg
neeessary there should be a clerk assistant
in that House. the same as there was in
this. Farthermore, this gentleman not
only had his duties in the House but a
very arduous task in connection with bis
position as Clerk of the Executive Council.
In that position he had any amount of
work to do, and his Lime was very fully
occupied, especially during the sitting of
Purliament. A saving of something con-
siderable had been mmade in the readjust-
meni of these positions, by putting this
extra worl on this gentleman in addition
to the work be did m Parliament House.
It would be irregular for the Public
Bervice Commissioner to control appoint-
ments of this sort. The officers of either
House of Parliament were subject to
Parliament only and the head repre-
sented by the honourable the Speaker or
the honourable the President, as the case
might be. We should be doing very
wrong if we allowedany outside officer such
as the Public Service Commissioner to
interfere with our arrangements inside
the walls of this Chaumber. The rights
of these appointments were certainly in
the hands of the Speaker in the one case,
and the President in the other, 4lthough
in turn_ they were subject to members
who had placed them in these bonourable
positions.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier dis-
tinctly pointed out that he bad conferred
with the Public Service Commissioner
and also the President of the Legislative



2602

Estimates ;

Council with regard to this appointment. ! altogether an outsider,

The Premier pointed out, too, that it was
advisable for the Public Service Commis-
sioner to take into consideration the
advisability of rerommending some officer
of the public service for this appointment.
Officers in this House had been over-
looked. It might be necessary to huve a
clerk assistant and Usher of the Black
Rod in the Council. One was not taking
exception to that at all. 1t was unfair to
appoint a gentleman not an officer of
Parliament and not a civil servant.

Me. HORAN: Though the title
“Usher of the Black Rod” might be
easily dispensed with, that officer had
much to do apart from his ceremonial
functions. Some members objected that
the Publi¢ Service Commissioner should
have made the appointment; but Section
5 of the Act clearly provided that it
should not apply to officers of either
Heuse of Parliantent; therefore all the
talk abeut the Commissioner was futile.
The fact that the clerk assistant was a
barrister was u decided advantage.

Mr. WALKER: The opposition was
not to the individual or to the salary;
but there was a legitimate complaint of
ontside influence directing the appoint-
ment of officers, and it was justifiable to
assert that officers long conuwected with
Parliament should have had an oppor-
tunity of filling such a vacancy. It was
suid that influence was brought to bear,
and that before the vacancy occurred a
wire was sent fromn Melbourne by Sir
John Forrest, ““ Do not forget North,”
brother to Mr. Frederick North. For
the truth of this he (Mr. Walker) would
not vouch. It was said that the Presi-
dent of the Council showed bis indepen-
dence by wmaking his own selection and
resisting that powerful influence. To
that extent the President deserved credit
rather than condemnation. A protest
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« fluence.

having been lodged against wppointing -

outsiders when there were in the service
officers deserving of recognition, there wag
no need to vote fur the amendment.

Mr. TAYLOR did not object v the
holder of the office, nor did he think
some of the arguments for the amendment.
were s0 strong as uppeared on the surface.
The present clerk assistant had from
time to time been temporartly appointed
by the Government as assistant Parlia-
mentary Draftsman ;

so he was not |

Votes and Items.

and his legal
* knowledge would be valuable in his pre-
sent position. His name was identical
with that of some influential people in
the State, but there was no blood rela-
tionship. Members hinted at undue -
Let them say openly what it
was, wnd he (Mr. Taylor) wonld denoonee
it as loudly as any. It was pleasing that
the President was sufficiently independent
tv oppose, us was alleged, the suggestions
by wire from influential members of the
Federal Parliament. As it appeared that
the clerk assistant was also clerk to the
Executive Council, he earned his money.

Amendment negatived, the item passed.

Ttem—Three months’ salary in lieu of
leave to late Clerk of Couucil, £63 :

Mr. A. J. WILSON: Did not this
item refer to the late Clerk Assistant of
the Couneil ?

Tee TREASURER: Yes. Mr. Hick-
ling had resigned after nine years’
service, and had been given three
months’ salary.

On motion by the TrEAsURER the item
was amended by inserting *‘ Assistant ”
after “ Clerk.”

Other items agreed to, and the vote as
amended put and passed.

Vote—Legislative Assewmbly, £5,581 :

Item —Sergeant-at-Arms, £150:

Me. HEITMANN: We were paying
this money for absolutely nothing. He
was speaking not of the individual but of
the office itself. Some of the Assemblies
in the Eastern States did without
sergeants-at-arms. In South Australia
the Speaker advanced to the Chair with.
out being conducied by a Sergeant-at
Arms. One éould not see the necessity
for having that officer. He moved that
the item be struck out.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It wus an
absolute waste of £150 a vear. He knew
of wany things m his own district on
which £150 could be more profitably
expended.

Amendment negatived.

Jtem — Hungard Reporters, 1 (chief) at
£450, 4 at £350, £1,850:

Mer. WALEER: A statement had
been communicated to the Press by a
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member of the House who had taken on -
Limself to abuse some of the speakers,
that Haneard was costing the couuntry
too much. The hon. member made it
appear that this was due to the speeches
of some hon. members, and suggested
that in future Hansard should be reduced
to merely reporting the main points of
members’ specches. One could under-
stand the member for Cuolgardie holding
un opinion such as that  The hon.
member’s speeches would always profit

by being left in the bhands of _the
reporters  to cut  them down. n

answer to the stalement 1that there was an
cxorbitant expenditure on Hansard, and °
m justice to the Hansard staff, and in
order to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the necessity toiucrease the statt ]
and its pay, rather than have aby reduc-

tion, he (Mr. Walker) desired to compare
the payments made to the Hansard staff
in Western Australia with the payments
in other States and by the Common.
wealth. Members would then have an
appreciation of the work performed by
Hansurd, not only in connection with the
reporting of speeches, but also in connec-
tion with select comwittees and other
work connected with the proper carrying
out of the reportorial services in both
Houses.  In the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment there were ten reporters, the Chief
Reporter at £70¢ per annum, a second
repurter ut £600, and eight reporters at
£500, the total cost of salaries for the
reporting staff of the Commonwealth
being £4,000 a year. In New South
Wales, where the speaking was about
what it was in this House, the Chief
Reporter was paid £865, the second
reporter £675, three reporters £533, two
reporters £457, and three reporters £438,

Those reporters also reported select com-

mittees. That brought up the salaries of °
the New South Wales Honsard staff to

£5613. Here we voted £1,850. In

Victorin there were six reporters, the

Chief Reporter receiving £600, the second !
reporter £525, one reporter £460, three
reporters £430 ; wnd they did not perform
the work of reporting select cotnnittees.
Therefore extra money had fo  be !
expended in Vigtoria on a special staff
for reporting select committees. For
this work there was a Government short-
band writer at £610, an assistant at
£600, also a clerk and assistavt shorthand |
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writer at £485, and a clerk at_£;

- In Queensland there were eight reporters ™
" and four cadets in addition.

The Chiel
Reporter received £600, two reporters

. £305, four £280. and one reporter £245.
; In New Zealand, the country of demo-
. cracy,

where it would be supposed
speeches were reduced to their utmost
limit, there were 10 reporters, the Chief
receiving £400, seven reporters £300
one ab 270, and one at £250.
There was u Hansard supervisor at £125,
also a copy supervisor at the Governmnent

. Printing Office (all of which work our

staff here bad to perform) at a sulury of
£225. | In New Zealund the Hansard ve-

* porters didt mot report the seleet come

mittees, which was an extreme tax on the’
energies of the reporters. Iu addition
there were two commitiee reporters in
New Zealind at £300.)] Moreover there
was an extra reporfer for select com-
mittees wt £150; assistunce for Hunsard,
£60; special allowance for Hansard re-
porters, £100. It cost South Australia
for a Hansard Staff (a newspaper
contract arrangement), £1.919; Queens-
land, £2441; Victoria, £2,225; New
South Wales, £5,613 ; the Commonwealth
Parlinment, which was young compara-
tively and had wot so much committee
work as,we had here, £4,000. The work
of reporting every member of this House
and of the Legislative Council, also all the
select committee work, cost this State only
£1,850. Yet the member for Coolgardie
the other day eomplained of ihe extreme
cost of Hansard in consequence of having
an Opposition. If the salary paid to
the Hunsurd reporters represented the
amount of talking doue in the Assembly,
then there was less talking done in Wes-
tern Austrulia than‘in any other Parlia-
went of the Commonwealth. But we
knew it wag not so. He bad the honour
1o have been in anotber Assembly, and had
watched the repurts of viber Assemblics,
and he took it that in no Assembly in
the Commonwealth and scarcely anywhere
in the world would one find less of the
stonewalling tuctics and long Oppousition
speeches than in this Assembly.  Whilst
he defended the House for its fair Oppo-
sition and its fuir conduct of business,

vet he was compelled to draw attention to
the fact that we did not give adequate
payment for the work dome by the
reporting staff. The Chief was put down
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on the lstimates at £450. With the
exception of New Zeuland where the Chief
received £400, but not having the work
to do that was done here, it was the lowest,
salary paid in the Commonwealth. As high
as £700 per annum was paid in the Com-
monwealth for the Chief Reporter, and in
New South Wales the Chief veceived
£863, while the second reporter received
£675. The work to be done by our staff
was equal to the work done by any of the
staffs in anv of the States. They had
all the reporting in this Chamber and in
addition had to attend to the very trying
duties in connection with the nuwerous
selget committees which sat during the
session, They had to report the select
comrmittess of the other Chamber, the
joint committees, and to report the
speeches in another Chamber. Yet the
member for Coolgardie talked about the
cost of Hawnsard, trving to make a cheap
point against the Opposition. It was
absolutely ridiculous. There could be
no work more valuable than the reporting
of members, not only reporting the points
they made, but actually reporting as it
should be done, so that the characters of
members might be judged by the speeches
they delivered. The speeches if properly
reported should convey an idea of the
character of the speaker, as much
as possible on important matters in
the first person. We ought to be
able to distinguish between  those
members who could put gramnmatical
thoughts fogether and who gave at-
tention to their public duties, and
those who eould not put grammatical
thoughts together; therefore it would
be beiter to keep wmatters as they were.
The staff here was paid tou little to do
the work that was expected of it. Tt was
overtaxed, and no one knew except those
who had had something to do with it,
what that work was. He sympathised
with the staff in the work it had to do,
and while not in favour of increasing the
public hurdens or anxions to ery for

[ASSEMBLY.]

higher rates of wages for those who might
be thought to be getting fair remunera-
tion, in this case. knowing Lhe require-
ments of the work and the tax it was on
the health, he impressed on the Govern- '
ment the necessity of cunsidering this
ciase.

Mk. EDDY: The remarks he had |
made in reference to this question were no |

Hunsard Reporfing.

insinnation against the Hansard reporters,
His suggestion at the time was that this
State was not receiving enough solid and
valuable matter from members of the
House. His remarks were directed
aguingt the stuff that was issued from
members of the House and which the
Hansard reporters had to record. One
would judge from the remarks of the
member for Kanowna that the Hansord
reporters were overworked. He did not
wish to insinoate anything of the kind.
The member for Kanowua made reference
to some gramnmatical sentences which were
uttered ; and his remarks abont perhaps
some of bis {Mr Eddy's) grammar, be-
cuuse he might not have the eloquence
the hon. member possessed, were abso-
lutely offensive.

Mk. WarLker: What were the hon.
member’s remarks but offensive when he
accused members on this (Opposition)
side of talking ?

Mr. EDDY: His (Mr. Eddy’s) degrec
of want of knowledge he was willing to
acknowledge. As Lo the utterances by the
wember for Kanowoa, he conld only treat
them with the contempt thev deserved.
One must rise to protect himself when
utterances of the kind were made by a
gentleman of supposed letters, as the
member for Kanowna was reputed to
be. He wished to vepeat, that his utter-
ances in reference to the payment of the
Hansard staff were not directed against
those wentlemen. He was prepared to
admit that the members of the Hansard
staff were not at all overpaid, and that
they did their work well.

MemEER: The printing bill was a big
item.

Mr. EDDY: That was true; but he
wished to state again that his remarks
were not against those men, but against
speeches which were sometimes delivered,
and which occupied one, two, three, or
four hours, there being a reiteration of
stuft over and over again.

Mg, WaLker: Was not that offensive ¥

Mz EDDY : Some members talked for
ten or 20 minutes or for an hoor or four
hours, and absolutely said nothing. That
was the reason of his remarks. Honsard
reporters had to sit in their chairs and
take stuff which was absolutely a waste

* of time and wilful waste of public money.

(Interjection.) If it was offensive it
was ooly in reply to the offensive
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remarks of the member for Kanowna. ' much better for the State if the speeches

He trusted he had not overstepped the
bounds, but if he had, it was only from
his utter want of knowledge which the
member for Kanowna so offensively
insinuated against bim.

Mr. WALKER: The remarks made
by hin were 1o reply to **stuft,” to use the
language of the hon, member, personally
uttered towards him. The hon. member
not here, but publicly in the Press,
uttered those sentiments which we heard
him express just now, and which had
been nttered towards this side of the
House indiscriminately.  He felt the
only wuy in which he could make the
hon. member feel be had done wrong was
to be to a certain extent personal towards
him. and to drive it home. While sorry
to gratuitously hort anyone’s feelings
or to parade any possible superiority in
power of expression, vet when the hon.
member criticised the talk on this side of
the House and designated it—as though
he were a judge—as “stuft” and got his
sentiments published, he deserved a rap
on the knuckles. He (Mr. Walker) had

* House they sat.
. Committee.

5

endeavoured to give it, perhaps not in the

very hest of taste, but in such a way as
to make him feel it; and 1t was to be
hoped he would never forect it.

Me. TAYLOR: Not only the mewnber
for Coolgardiv but other members on the
Government side of the Hounse had dur-
ing this session acensed the Opposition
side of wasting time, and as an argument
in favour of that they pointed out that it
wus costing the country a deal of money
for Hensard and for printing. Tt was
only by the speeches of members heing

reported in Hansard that the people could .

judge as to the value of members as
members of the House and as represent-
ing their constituencies.
judge of & man as 2 member of Parlia-
ment who sat in his seat year after year
and did not say auvthing, but simply
voted with his party as he was told. It
wis by the independent spirit of mem-
bers who got up and either opposed or
supported a 1measure and gave their
reasons for doing so that this country
could judge of their value. It was neces-
sury that the speeches should be recorded.
He was sorry that in Committee the
speeches were so much eurtailed. That
was not the fault of the Hansard staff,
as it was done by direction,

One could not |

in Commitiee were reported at greater
length, hecause we would then get the
tall valne of the thoughts c\pmssed by
membhers, no matter on \\]m,h side of the
The work was doue in
Members who did not do work
in Committee depended on second-read-
ing speeches, which were fully reported.
and they were not present at the Com-
mittee stage of the imeasure when it was
being put into form.  We ought to vote
money more liberully for the services of
Hunsard, and for the printing of speeches
in Committee. No one would accuse
him of being a great offender in this
jaerticular, but when he had anything to
gy he would say it, aud he eould depend
upon Hensard to report him.  He had no
fault to find with thelr reporting, after
having huad six vears’ experience of it,
and the money was uot wasted. TF some
members judged the value of other
wzembers’ sentiments and statements by
that of their own, there might be some
justification for their pointing out the
waste of expenditure,

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-—Joint Houses
£4,467—agreed to.

Vote—Premtier's Office, £705:

Items—Secretury to Premier, £400;
clerk, £220:

Mgr. TAYLOR : The Premier had a
secretary and clerk. He (BMr. Taylor)
found some fault with this vote last
session, but he wished to know whether
it was the intention of the Premier to
keep the clerk permaneutly there. He
did not wunt a Premier’s Department to
be ereated again.  In the old time we had
a dificulty in doing away with the
Premier’s Departwent, and no one knew
it bettter than the Chairman (M1,
Dlingworth).  When the Chairman had
the honour to be Celovial Secretary, he
had the arducus task of amalgamating
the Premier's Office and the Colontal
Secretary’s Department.  We did not
want this department to grow up. It
seemed as if this was to be a permanent
appointment, judging from the salary on
the Estimates.

Tve PREMIER intended to retain

of Parliament,

It would be | the clerk, who had ample work to do.
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The present secretary worked till all
hours of the night, and well earned his
salary.  Each of the precedivg Premicrs
(Mr. Rason and ¥Mr. Daglish) left a
minate as to the good work Jdone by the
present secretarv, and affirmed that his
salary was insufficient. He (the Premier),
being also Miuvister for Lands, found his
work very heavy; and it was greatly
inereased by the additional correspond-
ence from the Federal departments and
from the Public Service Commissioner,
papers relating to appointments made by
the latter pussing through the Premier's
office. The time of hoth clerk and
secretury was fully occupied, and pro-
bably no other officers in the service
worked longer hours.

Voie put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again. .

STOCK ROUTE, EXPLORATION REPORT.
GOLDFIELDS TO EIMBERLEY.

Tue PREMIER (Bon. N. J. Moore):
I have a rather intercsting telegram T
would like to read to members. It is
from Mr. Canning, who was appointed
by the Government to take charpe of an
exploring party from Lake Way to Sturt
Creek.  Mor. Canning left last May, and
he telegraphs to-day from Hall's Creek,
Kimberley, as follows:—

Arrived Day Camp, Flora Valley; got
through without loss camels or horses. Can
get stock route, well watered, fair feed, vory
little stony country ; wany welis giving gocd
supply. seven to ten feet. Water rising four
feet from surface. Anticipate wells 20 feet
will give ample supply good mob of caftle.
Shall have te bore in places going back at
either end. Water assured now bhetween Auld
Lake and 60 miles Godfrey’s Tank about every
10 miles. No doubt get sufficient over
remaining portion ; deeper towards Wiluna.
Sundhills avoided where possible; long
stretches without any ; other places bad short
distances, but generally broken and [ow.
Party well.
snmmmer rains. Camels conld not face sand
without rain and spell.

ADJOTRNMEXNT OF HOUSE (ROYAL
SIIOW).

The PREMIER moved—

That the House af its rising do adjourn till
730 p.m. to-morrow.

Will have to wait here until .

[ABSEMBLY.]

Telephone Book.

Mr. TAYLOR: The motion was io
enable members to attend the Royal
Agricultural Show, to see the stock and
¢10ucu]tuml prnducts of the country.
Members after spending a day at the
show would not be much inclined for
work in the evening. Better adjourn till
430 on Thursday.

The PREMIER was only following
the wusual custom. If the Opposition
were willing to forego one private mem-
ber's night, he hoped they wonld not
subsequently accuse the Gavernment of
striking notices off the paper at the last
moment. He would amend the motion
ns desired.

Motion as altered put wnd passed.

The House adjourned accordingly ak

10-45 o’clock, until the next Thursday
afternoon.
Legislatibe Hsscmbly,
Thureday, 188 November, 1406,
- T Pace
Questious : Telephone Book . 2606
Cnmels, Importation . 2607

Reports: Boiler Explosion 'Inqull_\ L. 2007
Fishing Industry Inquiry .
Bills : Rogecourse Licensing, In.
Perth Town Hall (site), Legislative Council's
sugeested Amendwent .. 4
Aunnal Egtinates resumed ; Landa Depm tent .. 2614
Electorn] : Resignation of o Member IMnuut
Leonmm)

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o’clock p.m.

Pravers.

QUESTION—TELEPHONE BOOK.

Mr. BOLTON (for Mr. Johnson)
asked the Premier: Will he ascertain
fron the proper authorities—i1, What
is the quarterly cost of printing the W A,
Telephone Book? 2, Amount paid m
Eastern States per page for this book ¥
3, Amount paid per page in W.A,

. for supplementary lists ¥



